Just an informal evening
The idea behind this scenario is to let a NPC be the main character of a larp in order to fill the larp with content the players can react to. The plot itself is based on the play “An inspector calls” by J.B. Priestley, though the story is changed in order to modernize and mask it. It is the purpose to give the players emotional hardships through their immersion in the characters who have quite a lot of skeletons in the closet.

The story

The Kastbergs, the most influential family in town, has invited some friends and acquaintances for a little get-together. It is the girlfriend of the son, their private doctor, and the vicar of the town. As they are socializing, the door bell rings. It is a police detective who wants to make inquiries. A young girl has committed suicide and the detective is investigating this. It is revealed that they all have met the girl and bear their responsibility for her untimely death. During the course of this, other unpleasant truths may emerge between the characters. When all through, the detective leaves and a police sergeant calls and wants to ask questions about a young girl who has just died. He knows nothing of the police detective.
Background

The Kastberg family owns a manufacturing plant in the town Værlev. It is a town of approx. 10.000 citizens and the plant is by far the largest place of employment in Værlev. Also, the wife owns a model agency which has success. Therefore all citizens in the town are in some way dependent on the family, a fact which they are very well aware of. The family is known to hold parties where only celebrities and influential people are invited.

The police detective

His name is Jensen and he is a ghost or rather conscience personified. Up till the death of the girl he visists the family and reveals their amoral way of living. When the girl dies, it would be difficult to pretend nothing had happened.  In the beginning, he will seem like a normal if somewhat gruff man but as the evening proceeds he knows more about people than one would believe possible. He also becomes more and more nervous and starts to check his watch more often. In the end, he more or less runs out the door. On a side note, the detective is not a ‘real’ person and as such cannot be harmed physically.
Maria Lange

A young woman, the victim of all this. Her appearance is not of classic beauty but still has the ability to make people notice her. More or less like a peasant girl who will never win a beauty contest but still can make the boys howl. She has (had) a never failing optimistic look on life and a laugh that infect other people. Some would probably call her a bit naïve. She has written a diary which is in the possession of the police detective.

Maria’s story

A year before the evening depicted in the larp, Maria graduated high school and wanted to become a nurse. But she met Kristian, the son in the Kastberg family, and they became lovers. Kristian had Maria installed as a secretary in his dad’s company to have her close. She has to leave her studies. The romance does not last long, however, but in the meantime Niels, Kristian’s father, has noticed Maria and threatens to fire her, if she does not go to bed with him. Niels too gets tired of her and fires her anyway. Shortly after, Maria is lucky and gets a job at the model agency. There are vague promises that she one day may get model work. But in no time she is fired without a reason. Julie, Kristian’s girlfriend, is behind this. She is jealous of Maria, her breasts and how Ulla, Kristian’s mother, is helping her. Using her position within the agency, she pressures Ulla to fire Maria. This is about the time when Maria realises she is pregnant. She tries to get Niels to support her but he “forces” her to get an abort by the personal doctor, Lis, of the family, as he does not want the rumours to spread. Lis is a researcher who has developed gene medicine to provoke abortion and she decides to illicitly test it on Maria. She is convinced that it will work. Maria feels ill due to the medicine and starts to drink to keep it at bay. Due to her situation, she keeps on drinking when the pain subsides. Her upbringing makes her feel guilty about her abuse so she decides to get absolution. Intoxicated, she clambers into the church during mass, but the vicar, Andreas, is infuriated and expels her from the church. Back in the bars, she meets Kristian and they hook up again (this time he is having a relationship with Julie in the meantime). Kristian has an abuse with prescription pills and Maria picks that one up too. Kristian is only interested in proving himself so he quickly abandons Maria again. Maria tries to get pills from Kristian’s provider, Lis. Kristian usually pays with sex and Lis gets a desire for lesbian sex but soon tires and wants money instead. Maria has to prostitute herself. One night, in the street, Maria is hit by a car. The driver is Julie who is on her way home from a party. She is stopped by a police man further down the road but manages to buy herself off with sex – which makes her pregnant and later she receives an abortion by Lis. Maria is found and brought to the hospital where she aborts. It is a horribly disfigured fetus caused by Lis’ gene medicine. Despite the disfigurement the car accident caused Maria, she continues to prostitute herself in order to by pills for her abuse. One night Andreas stops by her and shows her the Lord’s wrath upon prostitutes. He rapes her. After this incident Maria seeks help at a Women’s Help Centre, where Ulla is on duty as a part of her charitable work. Ulla hates dealing with the lowlifes and this evening she just cannot stand the pathetic Maria – so she denies her help. With no one else to turn to she decides to commit suicide. She drinks some strong cleaning fluid she happens to find. When she is found her internal wound are so severe that the doctor can only relieve her from the pain.
How to run the larp

The players are sitting and socializing in the first part of the larp. In their characters there is a smoke screen of intrigues and no mention of Maria. But suddenly Jensen knocks on the door. If need be, the organizer could play the part of Jensen, but the surprise will definitely be bigger if some one from outside enters the larp. The police detective should surprise not only the characters but also the players. As he enters the larp, he is nice and pleasant – maybe even a bit apologetic for interrupting. He then starts telling the tale of Maria and he tells it chronologically. He only reveals what one person has done at a time, e.g. Niels having made her pregnant. It is very important to get as much out of each scene as possible as there is nothing else to the larp. In the beginning one can slip easily over certain scenes if the characters oppose fiercely, though. Make sure Jensen goes to the lavatory regularly, need to light his pipe or whatever that can remove him from the presence of the characters. They need time and privacy to jump at each other. Having exposed Niels’ adultery is an excellent first opportunity. After that, watch the players. If they seem ready to cut each others’ throats – leave them. When the last scene has been played through, Jensen leaves them in a hurry and they are left to themselves. Give them some time to get to their feet. In the end a real police sergeant calls and explains about Marias death – coinciding with the time of depature by Jensen. The larp is supposed to stop here but can be taken a little further if the players seem to have the zeal.
