Lis Vestergaard

56 years old

Researching doctor

Should? Should not? I really do not know if I should spoil such a social evening with unpleasant news. On the other hand it pains me to hold back so grave news to an old friend. The worst thing is, that Niels not even have the slightest idea that he has lung cancer. The X-ray was just a routine check. Niels and Ulla have the money for those kinds of things so we usually do. Luckily, it is a small tumour so there is a chance that it can be removed. It is a burden to tell every time you have to. I know I am lucky that I have got the possibility to research. I can thank Niels and Ulla for that. I will never forget when I had the idea for the abortion pill that tweaks the genes in a way so that the body rejects the embryo, but did not have the funds to research it. No companies wanted to help so Niels and Ulla hired me as their personal doctor. I had a full salary although there was seldom anything to do. When something did arise it was usually Kristian, their adoptive son. Ulla cannot bear children so that was their only possibility. That they have never told him may not be that smart – after all he is 26 – but that is their problem. Since then, my project has been bought by a company and I work there, but I am still their personal doctor because I know their condition and medical history. And it is such a nice arrangement and the Kastbergs has become my surrogate family. That is one of the few things I miss – having a family. I would so like to have children but when you work in a lab ten hours a day there is not much time for romance. What I have had, has been with colleagues and then you grate on each other’s nerves after some time – and that is even worse because afterwards you have to be close to each other each day on work. But now I can see an end to it. We have just sent the medicament for trial in the Health Department and we expect a permit to test it on humans every moment now. It should be trivial matters but there will still be problems with getting people to test it on and later on sell it. It is a bit controversial. I do hope so it will be a success. I have deserved after all these years and the money will certainly come in handy. I must admit that I compensate for my lack of spare time by having expensive habits. It has become really bad now that it is all closing in. But I guess it is only natural.
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Preferred topics: The project, the medical world in general, the family life of the Kastbergs

Niels Kastberg

Plant owner in Værlev and my mentor. We both come from the city so our friendship goes a long way back. There is no way I can return all the help he and Ulla have given me. Although Niels a few times have had secretaries in, who should have an abortion in silence – guess it is more or less paid back then. That is his problem. The terrible thing is that Niels has got cancer and I am the only one who knows. I have told him countless times that cigars is not the healthiest thing in the world, but his type rarely listens to these kinds of things. That is the bad part of being both a friend and doctor – it is so much harder to bring bad news. Niels really works hard in his company but I think it would be better if he started to cut down a little. But I think it will be difficult for him – the company is his everything.

Ulla Kastberg

Niels’ wife. Ulla owns a model agency that is going fairly well. And she manages to keep an incredible social life. In this respect it cannot surprise anybody that Niels and she found each other. They think the same way when it comes to get things done. Also they both seek to make everything perfect. That is also why they chose to adopt Kristian. Ulla could not accept having a marriage without children. It is only the two of them, the adoption office and I who know that Kristian is not their biological son.

Kristian Kastberg

Niels and Ulla’s adopted son. He has always been a weak boy whom I often had to tend to. Actually I think the reason he always was ill, was that he could not handle the pressure of his parents’ expectations. Always he had to be perfect which is difficult. In the end he came to me to get help – it was around the time when he had to drop out of commercial school. Something that did not went well with his father who sees the boy as the heir to the company. The only thing I could do was to give him some sedating pills. And it seemed to work fine and he made it through Preparatory Exams [two years high school aimed at becoming teacher]. Now that he has not anything to do he is doing the drugs again and it looks like he is on his way to a small abuse. Maybe I should not give him the pills but Kristian and I have a little arrangement to soothe my lonely nights…

Julie Petersen

Kristians girlfriend. An arrogant model working for Ulla.  It seems like she has some potential because one day Ulla came with her to have a little indiscretion removed. Kristian apparently had not had the courage to go with her, which cannot surprise anybody – on the other hand I cannot see why he is wasting his time with that tart. It is a bit difficult to see – despite her appearance – what justifies her feeling so aloft. She ought to remember, where she came from.

Andreas Holm

The local vicar and a member of the National Ethical Board.  He is a hard man that always has a scathing word to people who do not live up to his moral standards. As far as I know he is against abortion – truly against, so I guess we will not have much to talk about. Why he is here tonight I cannot say but I guess it is Ulla trying to ingratiate herself one someone whom she think is important.

