Zurvan: 

You are one of the ‘inheritors’, a well born Babylonian  youth who was taken from his family to be given a Greek education in terms of culture and philosophy and  Macedonian military training.  Being away from your home and family was hard, at first, but, as both you and your father regarded this as a great opportunity to further the family’s fortunes and your career, you worked hard and, after you met Mazeus, you came almost to enjoy it.  Mazeus is your lover, after the Greek fashion.  Not his fancy-boy or tame monkey as you might be in a Persian style relationship but like Patroclus to his Achilles or Hephaestion to his Alexander.  He’s a coupe of years older than you and, apart from being more experienced in the military arts, his Greek is much better than yours and he doesn’t mind spending time helping you with your lessons in culture and philosophy.  You like being a warrior well enough - that was something you always expected to become and you know you’re good at it.  You don’t think you’d have liked the philosophy or reading half so well if you didn’t have Mazeus to help you with it.  He’s not only a great fighter, but very intelligent.  A lot of the Greeks are nothing like as well educated in their own culture as Mazeus is, and hardly any of the Macedonians.

Mazeus has taught you to regard your relationship with him as thoroughly manly in every way.  The Greeks do things like that.  If a man takes up with a youth, he regards the boy’s honour as worthy of preservation as his own, he admires him for his manhood (rather than robbing him of it) and does what he can to further his career.  Mazeus has told you many excellent stories of such relationships and what they can achieve and you know you can trust him with your life.  Similarly, you would not betray him for the world.  You want, more than anything, to be worthy of his love and this has driven you to great efforts in your training.  Mazeus is leader of your squadron and responsible for much of your day to day military training.  You know it’s hard to him to give you the credit that is your due without being accused of favouritism and you do all you can to ease that difficulty for him.  You can’t deny that doing so gives you certain difficulties in your relationships with some of the other pages in your squadron, but you would rather die than let Mazeus hear of them.  You don’t need him to come running to settle your petty quarrels.  Some things you can manage for yourself.

Not everyone approves of your relationship with Mazeus.  Some of the squadron are jealous and accuse him of giving you special treatment (which he doesn’t) and some of the Persians have a tendency to insult Mazeus by saying he is more of a Greek than a Persian, these days.  You do not like to hear him slandered in that way but, without embarrassing him, there is little you can do about it.  Especially since his relationship with you is the most commonly quoted ‘proof’ of his Hellenisation.  You also know that, on higher levels of command, there are some Macedonians who feel resentful that talented Persians, like Mazeus, should have been given positions of trust.  Especially in a high status regiment like the Companions.  Similarly, there is a certain amount of ill-feeling about you and the other Persian and Median pages.  You’re good natured and shrug most of this off.  It doesn’t impact you too personally anyway.  But you know the feelings are there.

Personality and beliefs:

Alexander is divine.  So much is self evident.  And he gave all of you, Greeks, Macedonians and Persians the great gifts of glory in battle and an empire that stretches across more than half of the known world.  Who but a god could do that?

You are a Persian to the core (and a noble Persian, at that), you will not give up your own culture or religion, but Mazeus has shown you much that is good and true in Greek culture.  You try to judge people by who they are, not by where they came from.

Your major motivation is to be worthy of Mazeus.  And of Alexander.  He is still a god and expects you to live up to his ideals and preserve his empire and achievements.  These two motivations do not conflict in any way.  What is pleasing to Alexander is pleasing to Mazeus.

Motives:

You must protect and serve Alexander in death as you did in life.

Oppose (with force and your own life if necessary) anyone who speaks or acts against Alexander’s interests as you perceive him

You must do all you can to protect Alexander’s empire and achievements.

Do all you can to be worthy of Mazeus and of Alexander.

Within this (and he would not expect you to forsake these duties) you must promote Mazeus’ interests (as you perceive them) without doing anything ignoble or underhand that would make you unworthy of his love.  Specifically you suspect Myron of intriguing against him.

Your chain of command runs through Mazeus to Oxathres and through Oxathres to Perdikkas.

The others here:

Perdikkas - In charge of the entire cavalry and personally responsible for the Companions.  He has become increasingly arrogant in all his dealings but, in his position, that is to be expected.

Peukestes - If you didn’t know he was Macedonian you would believe he was born a Persian.

Kassander - Nasty.  You nearly cheered when Alexander hit his head against the wall for laughing at a dignified elderly gentleman who was making the prostration.  He’s been bullying poor Iollas ever since he arrived in Babylon.  Mostly for ‘fraternising with barbarians’.

Iollas - You get on well with most of the pages, but Iollas is probably your best friend in that quarter.  He stuck up for you when the other Macedonians teased you about your accent, Persian looks or whatever.  He’s never going to make a brilliant soldier but seems to care more about having a good time and looking after Alexander.  Well, until Kassander turned up to make his life a misery.  You don’t know exactly what Kassander has done to him, but you suspect it’s worse than Iollas is letting on..

Medius - Iollas’ lover    He’s Corinthian, very rich and owns half the navy.  He threw brilliant parties where there was good talk, dancing and music as well as plenty of wine.  Alexander enjoyed those parties – they seemed to cheer him up when he was down and, recently Medius and Alexander got to be quite close friends.

Ptolemy - One of Alexander’s closest friends.  You know Alexander trusted him deeply.  Like Alexander, he knows how to make everyone feel he’s taking a personal interest in them.  You have never known him to be less than honourable.

Arridaeus - From quiet talk you have come to suspect there is something wrong with him.  You don’t know what.  Well, there has to be.  Why else would Alexander have kept his father’s son with him and yet given him no position of responsibility?

Seleukos - Not one of Alexander’s inner circle but, from what you heard, he would have been pretty soon.   

Niarchos - A close friend of Alexander’s.  Alexander trusted him completely.  You have never known him to be less than honourable.  He abhors the lie as much as any Persian.

Eumenes - Sometimes teaches the Pages philosophy, which doesn’t interest you, unless Mazeus is talking.  You know Mazeus values his company and friendship but, personally, you find him boring and prefer it when Mazeus visits him when you have pressing duties.

Myron* - Another page in Mazeus’ squadron who is often on duty with you and Iollas.  He’s Athenian and thinks that makes him really special.  He’s very skilled in military training and always trying to prove he’s better than you.  When you beat him, he tends to say it was only because you’re Mazeus’ favourite, which isn’t very kind.  He’s addicted to intrigue and can’t seem to help himself from stirring up quarrels for no reason you can understand.  Apart from that, he’s OK.  You could complain of him to Mazeus and, sometimes, when he stirs up something particularly vicious, you wonder if you should.  However, he’s not all bad and you don’t really want to harm him and, if your lover intervened, it would only make Myron worse.  More importantly, you don’t like to trouble Mazeus with such minor problems.  It’s the sort of thing you can deal with on your own.

Oxathres - The brother of Darius, in charge of your section of the Companions.  Everything a noble Persian in the service of Alexander should be.  A hero to be worshipped from afar.

Bagoas - Like most of the pages, you are slightly jealous of him.  Who would not envy the beloved of Alexander?  There’s also the question of professional boundaries - most of which was worked out between the eunuch and the pages who preceded you.  You have reason to be grateful to him as, no doubt, he played a large part in helping Alexander learn to respect the finer points of  Persian manners and protocol and in encouraging him to behave as a Great King should.

Mazeus* - Your lover who, surely, one day, will be as great and as celebrated as the famous Oxathres.

Roxane - The daughter of a Sogdian bandit.  Alexander should have taken her as concubine, not made her his first wife.  But, according to the gossip, he was infatuated and ill-advised.  He soon went off her.  You have seen him pull rude faces when her name was mentioned.  She makes demands on him no human should dare make upon a god.

Stateira - You have heard nothing but praise of this daughter of Darius.  Alexander honoured her.

Thais - An Athenian whore whose youth is far behind her.  You can’t understand why Alexander and so many of his generals tolerated her company.

