Ptolemy

History:

Most people believe you to be the illegitimate son of Philip.  That’s probably true although he never formally acknowledged you and, quite honestly, probably not even your mother knows for certain.  Philip wasn’t king at the time of your conception and your mother happened to be married to Lagus, who was happy enough to accept you as his own.  You have never been hugely ambitious and, quite honestly, it doesn’t matter much to you.  What does matter is your relationship with Alexander whom you knew from the time of his birth.  You always looked out for him when he was a child and treated him as a brother.  You were amongst the first to recognise his talents.  You were exiled by Philip for Alexander’s sake.  You loved and admired Alexander, he was one of your closest friends and now he is dead.

Once, after a serious argument with his father (stirred up, as usual, by his mother), you went into exile for his sake – so did Niarchos.  Those who stuck by Alexander in those difficult times remained his closest friends, right up to the end.  Of course, he’d not been himself since the death of Hephaestion….

Apart from that, you have a creditable war record of your own.  Alexander trusted you to lead his troops and, almost as important, your men themselves trusted you to lead them.  You are a capable and honest general and very popular with the men.

Personality and Beliefs:

Although you have no great wish to take on their culture and habits, you recognise that the Persians are not barbarians and understand what Alexander was trying to do with them.  You don’t think you would particularly like to live in Persia long-term yourself.  It’s probably not safe for you to go home where things are likely to be unsettled for some time.  You like Egypt.  You want to see Alexandria grow and develop as a fitting monument to its founder.  You want to go back there and rule.  Well, actually, found a dynasty.  It’s not that you lack ambition, it’s just that you have this practical streak which allows you to be content with what you can take and hold, not to be forever reaching for the next prize.  That, after all, was Alexander’s talent and, in all probability, the cause of his downfall.

A profoundly practical man you find it hard to believe that the man you knew from earliest childhood was or is actually divine.  You understand (perhaps better than anyone still living) the psychological and family pressures that made it convenient for him to deny that he was Philip’s son (without giving up his inheritance from Philip) and the more successful he became the easier it seemed to have been for him to believe in his own divinity.  He was certainly something rather special, so, maybe, his father was a god.  With the uncertainty surrounding your own paternity you’re unsure of the importance of such things.  At any rate you intend to do all you can to ensure that his body is properly respected.

Despite being thoroughly Hellenised, you are strictly a ladies man.  You understand that lover type relationships between men are not necessarily sexual in nature and have no objection to those who participate in them, it’s just that it’s never appealed to you.

Aims:

Your primary aim is to ensure that Alexander’s achievements are not wrecked in petty squabbles over who is to succeed him.

It is very important that his body should be respected and properly treated.  It must not be allowed to be waved like a flag by whoever wishes to control the troops.  It should be properly embalmed, encased in a suitable edifice and buried somewhere that enables all his subjects and admirers to pay their respects in a fitting manner.

Ultimately you wish to set yourself up a dynasty in Egypt.  For now, ensuring that you are made Satrap of that country is a good enough start.

The others here:

Perdikkas – Very capable – Alexander would not have given him Hephaestion’s old position otherwise.  As such you are inclined to trust him a certain distance.  However, he is too arrogant for his own good.  And probably too ambitious for anyone’s good.

Peukestes – Although Macedonian by birth, Peukestes is clearly a Persian in his heart.  As such, the job of Satrap of Persia seems ideal for him.  He was recently promoted to Alexander’s inner circle and saved Alexander’s life when he was shot in the chest, firstly by holding a shield over his inert body and then by helping to remove the arrow that had pierced his ribs.

Kassander –is the worst type of xenophobe.  He always hated Alexander (the feeling was pretty mutual).  You can’t understand why Antipater chose him to plead his cause with Alexander.  He has been nothing but trouble since he first arrived.

Iollas – Once away from Kassander’s influence, Iollas was turning out to be a very pleasant young man (you can’t judge his capability as he’s too young to have been given much responsibility) although he seems rather more dedicated to pleasure than to duty.  Ever since Kassander arrived he’s been looking increasingly  miserable though he does try to hide it.

Medius – Has done an excellent job of providing supplies for the army (and has probably made a fat profit for himself into the bargain).  Towards the end of his life, he became one of Alexander’s favourite drinking companions.  You have no idea where he stands politically, but he’s very much the life and soul of most parties.  He’s also rumoured to be Iollas’ lover, though you’re unsure of the truth of this as they always act very properly in public.

Arridaeus – has profound learning difficulties and a tendency to fits.  Alexander bought him along because he thought Olympias would probably kill him if he was left behind in Pella.  You, Alexander and Hephaestion used to visit him occasionally and take him little presents.  On good days, one of you might take him riding for a treat.  The extent of his disability is not generally known – you and Alexander agreed to try to keep it ‘in the family’.

Seleukos - Another general.  Alexander had him marked down for rapid promotion – he should go far.

Polemon – A competent member of the Silver Shields.  In a less prestigious unit, he might have been promoted.

Proteas – A good foot soldier.  Seems fond of the local woman he’s taken up with.

Niarchos – Alexander’s admiral.  Thoroughly honourable and a close friend of yours.  He doesn’t have a vote in the Macedonian assembly, but he does control the fleet.  If anyone tries to leave him out of the decision making process you might like to point that out…..

Melaeger - A Macedonian battalion commander, well born and contemporary with most of the Generals here.  He was passed over for promotion (good enough in the field but without imagination) and probably resents it.

Eumenes – Quarrelled with Hephaestion and, though they subsequently made up, Alexander was cool towards him thereafter.  Not entirely fairly, in your opinion.  His main function was as Alexander’s private secretary but he is also a competent general.

Myron -  The only Athenian amongst the current crop of pages.  Perdikkas advised his appointment.  At 16, apparently, he’d managed to get himself in trouble back home due to his support of the pro-Macedonian faction.  His father was a good man who died of disease over ten years back.  Myron strikes you as being rather too young to be deeply embroiled in intrigue.  However, you have reason to suspect he is a trouble-maker.  You caught him and some of the younger Athenian mercenaries fighting with some Corinthians and Phocians.  You knocked their heads together (which was richly deserved), yelled a bit and left it at that.  You’d be willing to bet they’re all very grateful you took things no further (you didn’t report them), but couldn’t help thinking that Myron started it.  You don’t have any evidence.  It was something to do with the look on his face.

Bagoas – Alexander was genuinely fond of him and he was totally devoted to Alexander.  You will ensure that he’s provided for and, when he’s over the worst of his mourning, offer him a place in your service.  Though you will need to treat him with tact because, despite his condition and current position in society, he is proud.  As he deserves to be.  He was born to a noble Persian family, castrated and sold into slavery by his father’s enemies.  You believe he has already taken his revenge.

Mazeus* - He’s been having problems with some of the more xenophobic Macedonians in his squadron but seems to cope with it well.  He’s a talented young man (not only in military matters, he’s keen to learn more of Greek philosophy, literature and Hellenic culture) and you mean to encourage him.

Zurvan* -  A likeable young man.  You probably wouldn’t have noticed him particularly, but he does a lot of training with Mazeus – they seem to be friends.

Roxane – A difficult woman.  After his initial infatuation wore off, Alexander found her difficult.  He rarely visited her and you’re not sure how she contrived to get pregnant.  You are sure that she’s too well guarded for it to be anyone’s but Alexander’s.  He knew of her pregnancy.  He intended to see whether the child was a boy, whether it survived and how it turned out before making any decisions.

Stateira – She is also pregnant.  That is less widely known.  You did not think Alexander had sent for her (though you knew he intended to do so when her pregnancy was well enough advanced to allow safe travel).   Strange that he did not mention to you that he had sent for her.  Perhaps Eumenes knows more – he would have drafted the letter.

Thais – You were crazy about her.  Alexander lent you money when you didn’t have enough to pay her to follow you to Persia.  Though she’s older now and you really need a more socially acceptable partner, you remain fond of her.  At least as a friend.  She’s witty and educated.  She  shared the wilder times of your youth.  She was at all the best parties (and still gets to some of them).  She’s slept with virtually everyone you know (except Alexander) and, though she knows many secrets, you know her to be discreet.  At least with yours.

