Peukestes

History:

Although not one of those who shared Alexander’s youth and early difficulties (like Ptolemy and Niarchos), you were definitely one of his inner circle of trusted Generals, and were publicly confirmed in this position.  It is a well known fact that you, personally, saved Alexander’s life on at least one occasion.

On arrival in Persia you immediately fell in love with the place, its culture and customs.  You were first amongst the Macedonians to adopt the Persian mode of dress (which does suit you wonderfully) and you have always got on well with Alexander’s allies amongst the Persians.  Your immersion in the local culture paid off - you are now Satrap of Persia, one of the richest nations in the world.  Furthermore, none of your Macedonian rivals seemparticularly keen on challenging you for this position.

Perhaps, more than anyone else in the Macedonian command, you understand what Alexander was trying to achieve.  He appreciated the Persian way of life and respected their ancient customs.  At the time he passed his ring to Perdikkas you were not in the room.  You were in the temple of Serapis, asking the God how Alexander might be saved.  You can’t help wondering why Perdikkas chose to ask Alexander to whom he left his kingdom in your absence.

Personality and beliefs:

Being thoroughly Persianised bought you great credit with Alexander and, of all the ‘foreigners’ you are in the best position to influence them and the least likely to give offence.  At the same time, your Persianisation has not made you popular with your fellow Macedonians.  Or the Greeks, for that matter.  Set in their ways, they seem determined to continue to regard the Persians as barbarians, despite all evidence to the contrary.  You know that many of the more xenophobic amongst them believe that your own relationship with Persia is primarily motivated by your love of luxury.  Well, you do enjoy luxury and see no reason why you should not - after all, you’ve worked hard enough for it.

You do not truly believe that Alexander was/is divine.  You were close enough to him to know that, in a sense, he believed in it himself   He would rather be the son of a god than the son of Philip.  However, you were closely involved in arrangements for the party at which Anaxagoras first proposed Alexander’s divinity and understand the reasoning behind it.  Your Persian friends always prostrated themselves before Alexander as is only proper behaviour towards a social superior (particularly the High King).  The Greeks and Macedonians refused to adopt the custom, sticking to their traditional belief that a man should only prostrate himself before a god.  The noble Persians were unhappy that the King’s own people failed to show the King proper respect.  And very offended by the fact that the Greeks and Macedonians considered themselves superior because of their failure to show the proper respect and even laughed out loud at the noble Persians for doing so.  Having Alexander pronounced divine got around the difficulty - enabling the Greeks and Macedonians to adopt the Persian custom without loss of face.

Motives:

· Your primary aim is to hang onto the satrapy of Persia.

· Secondarily you do not wish to see the improvement in relations between the Persians and the Greeks and Macedonians undone.  As satrap of Persia that’s politically sensible - you have no wish to rule underdogs or slaves.  It also accords with your own feelings - many Persians fought long and hard for Alexander.  He never treated them as second class citizens and none of his generals are going to revert to doing that - not if you have anything to say about it.

The Others here:

Perdikkas: Definitely the highest ranking of the Macedonian command present and connected to the Royal Family.  You have no doubt of his ability to command, but fear he may be a little too ambitious for anyone’s good.  Like you, he was one of Alexander’s inner circle, so you know him well.

Kassander: A well connected, xenophobic Macedonian boor.  Been in Persia all of five minutes and acts as if he knows it all.

Ptolemy:  Another of Alexander’s inner circle.  He understood what Alexander was trying to do.  He also has a reasonably legitimate claim to the throne of Macedon as he is almost certainly an illegitimate son of Philip.  He was a very close friend of Alexander’s - they acted almost like brothers.  He’s very popular with the men.  However, he’s a steady sort and unlikely to do anything foolish.  Though, should he attempt it, he has a better chance than most.

Seleukos  You don’t know him well but know he was being earmarked for promotion.  He’s competent but you have no idea who’ll he’ll support or what he’s after.

Niarchos:  The Cretan admiral was another lifelong friend of Alexander’s.  Although not one of the inner circle, he may well know things the rest of you don’t.  As a Cretan, he doesn’t have a vote in the Macedonian assembly, but it would be crazy to ignore the opinion of the man who controls the entire navy.

Oxathres:  A very good friend of yours.

Bagoas:  Neither your Macedonian nor your Persian manners would encourage you to cultivate an Eunuch of the Bedchamber as a friend.  However you are aware that, due to his position, he is not without influence.  And you sincerely respect the way he taught Alexander the niceties of Persian culture.

Mazeus:  The son of a Persian noble - a friend to whom you owe a number of favours.  The boy seems capable and you are doing your best to see that he is promoted in accordance with his merit.  Something that, under the new Macedonian dispensation (whatever it turns out to be) is likely to be more difficult than you expected.

Phrataphernes:  A thoroughly reliable local merchant with whom you have had many dealings.  You managed to procure him a position of trust in the government of Susa, for which he was very grateful.  He was asked to procure supplies for Alexander’s projected expedition around the Persian Gulf. He came  here to announce his success in that particular matter.  You have reason to believe he has a virtual monopoly on the locally available grain.  There is other grain around, of course, but much of it is bad.  Not all merchants can be trusted to reject grain with ergot in it.  Whatever Phrataphernes has will be good and he’ll ask no more than a fair price.

Roxane:  A despicable barbarian who happens to be carrying Alexander’s child.  Had he meant to acknowledge this child as his heir, surely he would have done so.

Stateira:  A Royal Persian lady and Alexander’s legitimate widow.  It is a great shame that she never bore Alexander a son.  The heir to two Great Royal Houses.  You would follow such a King to the ends of the earth (as, indeed, you followed Alexander).

