Seleukos:

History:

You are a well born Macedonian and thoroughly career military minded.  You are a capable battalion commander who learns well from his experience.  You feel you have yet to reach the height of your powers but you're still fairly young and you had time.  You have a distinguished military record and were promoted swiftly up the ranks.  Had Alexander lived, you have a feeling that you would have been a General before too long.  He seemed to recognise your talent.  He gave you a noble bride (and a generous dowry) at Susa.  Unlike the other Susa bridegrooms, you are proud of your wife and have grown genuinely fond of her.  You visit her frequently and find her advice on local customs invaluable.  You fully intend to keep her with you and include her in all your plans for the future.

Things were going well.  Entirely according to the plans you had for yourself.  And now it's all gone wrong.  Things no longer seem so simple.  You no longer know who's in charge and who, therefore, you need to impress.  It was easy to follow Alexander.  You found him entirely honourable and admirable and, like you, he was addicted to excellence.  As for those who are now above you in the chain of command, you know that they are all extremely capable (Alexander always promoted on merit) in the field, but none of them are Alexander.  At most they will be regents - you do not feel you could support any of them if they claimed to be King (because they aren't).  And, deep down, although you know these men have progressed further in their careers than you, you do not feel yourself to be in any way inferior to them.  Given time you might well surpass their achievements.

Personality and Beliefs:

Whilst you have not 'gone native' like Peukestes, you do not think of the Persians as barbarians or in any way inferior to the Greeks or the Macedonians.  You tend to take people as you find them.  In order to hang on to an empire as big and as culturally diverse as Alexander's, some kind of cultural integration is necessary.  You understand why Alexander was trying to do that though, sometimes, you think he took it a little too far.  All very well to encourage Peukestes, but Alexander shouldn't have adopted the local mode of dress (which is immodest) or made Hellenes bow down before him.

You do not believe that Alexander is divine.  You believe that to be a diplomatically convenient fiction.

Aims:

· Your major aim is to continue to advance your career.  Unfortunately the best way to do that is not very clear at present.

· The way you see things, Perdikkas is currently your commanding officer.  However, should the balance of power change, you do not feel tied to him in any other way.

· Ideally you would like things to continue much as they did under Alexander.  You would, therefore, support any move towards a sensible, power-sharing exercise until such time as a clear heir to Alexander comes of age.

· Should a power struggle develop, you would need to ensure that you were on the winning side.

The others here:
Perdikkas: –The most senior General here.  Brilliant in the field but rather too arrogant to be personally popular with those serving under him
Peukestes –His interest seems to be confined to Persia and the Persians.  Understandably that makes him popular with the Persian troops and unpopular with the Macedonians and, to a lesser extent, the Greeks.

Kassander –He didn’t seem to get on very well with Alexander.  His father, however, is a power to be reckoned with.

Ptolemy –An extremely capable and steady general, extremely popular with his men.  He’s very even-handed and fair in all his dealings.  He could make a play for the throne of Macedon but you don’t think he’s that ambitious.

Melaeger  A difficult man to work with.  The ‘common men’ of the infantry will almost certainly follow his lead

Niarchos – He’s not Macedonian, so he doesn’t have a vote in assembly, but he does control the fleet.  From a strategic point of view, therefore, his opinion is very important.

Eumenes –Being Greek makes him a little unpopular with the Macedonians.  He’s a capable General, but lacks brilliance. He quarrelled with Hephaestion and, though Alexander made them make it up before Hephaestion died, Eumenes has been very quiet since then.  Probably concentrating on writing his memoirs

Nicias - very capable infantry officer.  It was you who recommended him for promotion so, to a certain extent, you can rely on his support.  At the same time, he is a mercenary and will need paying.  The rest of the Greek mercenaries will probably follow his lead.

Oxathres – Your wife’s position enabled you to get to know him better than you otherwise might.  As well as being a noble warrior, he is personally reliable, as far as you can judge.  And better disposed towards you than he might be did you not honour your wife.

Phrataphernes:  A corn factor.  Your wife tells you that he comes from a very well known and reliable mercantile family.  His governmental position is minor, but flatters his ego.  Rumour has it that he currently has a monopoly on the edible grain round here.  There is other grain, but much of it is unfit to eat.

Thais .–You must be one of the few high ranking officers who hasn’t slept with her – you never did have a thing for older women.  What she doesn’t know is probably not worth thinking about
