The Rules

Please note that survival in this game is not guaranteed.

Forceful physical contact is forbidden.

Many of the Macedonian warriors are armed.  This is because only those who bore arms had a right to vote in assembly.  The better known generals did not have to bear arms openly in order to prove their right to vote, but they can get into the armoury if they want to.  Those wearing swords can be recognised by the fact that they have a red dot on their name label.  I will bring spare dots for anyone who wants to go and get a sword from their tent, or whatever.  There are, of course, spears, javelins and bows and arrows in the armoury but, if it comes to that, we shall have to stop LARPing and attempt to storm one of the miniature wargaming tables.

Anyone who wishes to attack another character with an openly worn weapon must first announce that they are about to do so, loudly enough for those who would be able to see  them drawing a sword to hear them.  In real life, drawing a sword is not a silent action.  Suggested wording “I am drawing my sword”.  They should then touch the person lightly on the part of the body they want to sever, or otherwise maim.  I will then come over and announce the results.  Similarly, if your character wants to attack bare-handed, a light touch should simulate the action (there is no need to announce it first).  Again, I will strive to drop whatever I am doing and moderate.  You are welcome to attempt to assassinate or otherwise kill other characters but damaging other players will lead to your exclusion from the game.

Disclaimer

I have tried to avoid outright.  However, where necessary, I have altered history slightly, or taken a certain interpretation of events in order to facilitate the game.  Therefore, whilst the setting of the game and the nature of the characters is broadly historically accurate, this is not a text book and any opinions implied by the way I have set this out are not even necessarily my own.  If anyone is interested in discussing Alexander from a historical or philosophical perspective, they are welcome to catch me in the bar.  If anyone would like a list of references (and some cool sites on the InterNet), I will do my best to provide….

Secondly I don’t want anyone to feel uncomfortable about the ‘homosexuality’ prevalent in Greek (and Persian) society.  Certainly in the Greek form, the relationship was as much social as sexual so, if you have a character with such a relationship and you want to downplay the romantic side and/or sexual aspects, that’s absolutely fine.

Introduction

In 323 BC, at the age if 32, Alexander III of Macedon had conquered more than half the known world.  Then he died.  For as long as he could speak he continued to make plans for further conquests and explorations.  He died without leaving a will or having made any arrangements for the management of his territories in the event of his permanent absence.  He also died without an obvious heir. 

Alexander was, without doubt, a strategic genius.  He was also no mean diplomat.  As such, it does seem strange that he had given no forethought to what might happen after his death.  There are a number of possible explanations for this, one of which is that, in some senses, Alexander seems to have thought of himself as immortal.  Part of it was psychological - his difficult relationship with his father seems to have led him from an early age to fantasise that, in some sense of other, his father was not Philip but a God.  His mother, Olympias, seems to have encouraged and fostered such fantasies As a true Hero (a half-god), Alexander may well, on some level or another, have believed that he was truly immortal.  Part of Alexander’s claim to godhood was, however, diplomatic.  Persian custom was to prostrate oneself in the presence of social superiors (such as the High King)  Greeks and Macedonians bowed only to the gods.  Announcing Alexander’s divinity might well have been intended to unify court protocol.  The Persians would not have respected Alexander had he not insisted on being shown proper respect.  They Greeks and Macedonians could not object to bowing before a god.  Suffice it to say the diplomatic device of divinity did not work out as well as some had hoped.  How those around him regarded Alexander’s  ‘immortality’ is something that, I hope, will be worked out by you, the characters.

In his quest for world conquest, Alexander (whether as deliberate policy or on purely pragmatic grounds) brought together three very different cultures.  Even in his he was constantly confronted with the consequences of what we today would call culture clashes.  After his death, there was little left to mitigate the effects of these.  Again, these three cultures and the attitudes various individuals had towards them should form a major part of the tension within the game so I will therefore outline them briefly.

Macedonians:

Alexander was a Macedonian.  He was the legitimate King of Macedon.   The Macedonians in his force and command structure therefore often felt that they should have privileges denied to the ‘foreign’ troops.  This attitude was something Alexander had always taken very seriously.  He had to.  A  Macedonian King could only rule by consent of his people.  Although profoundly affected by Hellenic culture Macedonians were not, strictly speaking, Greeks.  Their political culture was entirely different as they had always been ruled by Kings by consent.  In fact, in most ways, Greek culture had affected the forward thinking without  touching the more conservative nobles, let alone the ordinary men and women of Macedon.  

At the time the game is set, Alexander had just sent many Macedonian veterans home.  Although many saw the sense in this, it was still resented.  Especially as, until reinforcements arrived, Alexander’s army had a distinctly ‘foreign’ character.

Greeks:

When Alexander set out to punish Persia (and ‘liberate’ the Greek colonies along the coast of modern-day Turkey), he did so as commander in chief of the Greek forces.  In actual fact, the City States of Greece contributed little to the expedition.  Most of the Greeks fighting for Alexander were mercenaries.  At the time of his death all of them were.   Alexander discharged all the Greek conscripts (many of whom immediately signed back on as mercenaries) once Persia was thoroughly defeated.  Alexander’s position as Commander in Chief arose mainly because of his father’s expertise in diplomacy and power brokering.  Many, many Greeks resented this greatly.  Some had even been prepared to use Persian influence and money to intrigue for the downfall of Macedon.  It seems likely that Philip’s assassination was arranged in Athens, using Persian money to fund the necessary bribes.  Alexander, being only 20 on his accession, was not taken very seriously by the Greeks at first.  It was only after his defeat of the Thebans (and the atrocities committed in that city), that they were forced to concede him the position of commander in chief in the operations in Persia.

Politically speaking, at this point in history, the Greeks  were either democrats or oligarchs.

Rule should either be by consent of the citizens (meaning males who met certain criteria of nationality) or by a few men from the ‘better’ families, qualified by education and economic resources to make decisions that would benefit the entire community.  The concept of Kingship was despised by the Athenians as being fit only for Spartans and barbarians. 

Persians:

Politically the Persians were accustomed to being ruled by a High King.  Apart from a few nobles and courtiers who were in a position to intrigue over the succession,  they did not expect to have any influence over who became High King.  Therefore, when Alexander came and conquered, many Persians (particularly those who had never been too keen on Darius) were perfectly happy to accept him as High King.  The fact that he strove (for the most part) to rule fairly and justly and that he made several concessions (much resented by the Greeks and Macedonians) to their culture, made this acceptance a lot easier than it might have been.

The position of women:

One thing all three cultures had in common was that women had no rights at all and (officially, at least) no say in policy.  However, women in all three cultures could intrigue - advising husbands and lovers on policy, poisoning the odd rival and generally raising hell when they failed to get their own way.  Unable to hold power or property in their own right, they used the limited means at their disposal to get the best deal possible for their husbands, lovers or sons.  In the aftermath of Alexander’s death, several women made great capital out of their usefulness as figureheads, allying themselves with one general or another in return for advantageous marriages, power or position.

Macedonians and Persians were polygamous.  The Greeks were monogamous.  The Persians tended to take their harems along when they went to war.  The Greeks and Macedonians made do with camp followers (some of whom were high class courtesans), campaign wives and women taken by right of conquest.

The situation at the time of Alexander’s death:

When Alexander returned to Babylon his plans for the immediate future had to do with consolidating the gains he had already made, securing lines of supply and establishing new trade routes.  He had just discharged his Macedonian veterans who were on their way home under the command of Krateros.  On arrival in Macedon, Krateros had orders to take over the ‘Regentship’ of Macedon from Antipater.  Antipater, at this point, was to bring new Macedonian recruits out to Babylon.  By this time Antipater was quite an old man who had looked after Macedon (and Macedonian interests in Greece) ever since Alexander left for Persia.  Antipater was in long-running dispute with Olympias (Alexander’s mother) - both of them wrote Alexander lengthy letters complaining about each other’s behaviour and Alexander had always been very careful not to take sides.  The Regentship was, understandably, a very important and prestigious position.  Antipater had held this position under Alexander’s father, from time to time, as well as under Alexander himself.  Alexander left him with a fair number of troops when he left Macedon and, by now, it had been some time since he had brought new Macedonian fighting men over to Asia in significant numbers.  The new draftees had been requested, but not yet sent.  I will not go into the implications of this here but you may need to work out how your character would feel.

Alexander had  recently re-organised his forces.  His intention seems to have been to integrate Persians and other local troops into his army.  He had caused 30,000 well born Persian boys to be given a Greek education, in language, philosophy and the military arts.  These ‘Inheritors’ had just come of age and were being integrated into Alexander’s army.  Alexander was delighted with them but did his Macedonian and Greek veterans feel likewise?

The death of Alexander

Alexander fell ill with fever.  He gradually got worse and worse, and, before the end, was unable to speak.  When it became clear that Alexander was on his deathbed, his generals were (not unreasonably) concerned that he had not named a successor.  He handed his ring to Perdiccas who was, at that time, one of his seconds in command.  Krateros was not in the room (he was taking the veterans back to Macedon where he was to take over as Regent).  Peukestes was not in the room (he was sitting vigil in the Temple of  Serapis in an attempt to ensure Alexander’s recovery).  Perdiccas leaned over the sick bed and asked Alexander “To whom do you leave your Kingdom?”  Perdiccas reported that Alexander’s answer was ‘Hoti to krastisto’ (which means to the strongest, though it could be interpreted as meaning to the best).  I will not make any comment upon this except to point out that no one except Perdiccas heard Alexander say anything at all and that some have argued that, in view of the state of Alexander’s breathing and voice at the time, he might have meant to say ‘Krateros’ rather than krastisto.

The Cast

NB All characters are historical except those marked *

It’s difficult to give accurate translations of ranks or the importance of different military honours (relatively ancient sources disagree).  I’m tying to stick to the following conventions:

Bodyguard:
The ‘inner circle’ of high ranking generals closest to Alexander.

Perdikkas, Peukestes and Ptolemy.  There were others, but they’re not characters in this game.

Companions:
The most noble of the Macedonian Cavalry Regiments.  Only, these days, not all of them are Macedonian.

Susa Bridegrooms: When Alexander married Stateira, the daughter of Darius, he caused a number (probably somewhere between 80 and 92) of high born, high ranking Greeks and Macedonians to marry noble Persian or Median women at the same time.  It was intended as an honour, though they didn’t have much choice in the matter.


Perdikkas, Peukestes, Seleukos, Niarchos, Eumenes
Pages:
Noble youths ‘in training’.  They were assigned to look after Alexander on a personal level.  They saw to his personal needs and guarded his rooms at night.  This was a great honour.  Iollas, Myron and Zurvan.

Macedonians

Perdikkas - One of Alexander’s two seconds in command - the highest ranking General present.  Related to the Macedonian Royal family, but not in the direct line of succession.  Alexander gave Perdikkas his ring just before he died although his intentions in doing so are unknown.

Peukestes - Satrap of Persia and one of the more ‘Persianised’ of Alexander’s generals. 

Kassander - Eldest son of Antipater, recently arrived in Babylon to plead his father’s cause.  He never got on with Alexander and was left in Macedon when Alexander went to Persia

Iollas - Younger brother of Kassander.  He was one of Alexander’s pages and Alexander’s cupbearer.  Some felt Alexander gave him this position of trust in order to reconcile Antipater to losing the job of Regent.

Ptolemy - Generally accepted as being the illegitimate son of Philip (Alexander’s father). A lifelong close friend  of Alexander’s.  Although he lacks the full extent of Alexander’s charisma, he is very popular with the troops. 

Arridaeus - A legitimate son of Philip (Alexander’s father).  He has never been seen much in public but he was seen sacrificing with Alexander a few weeks ago and he seemed OK then.  He bears a close physical resemblance to his father. 

Seleukos - Another general. 

Melaeger - A Macedonian infantry officer and contemporary with most of the Generals here.  He was passed over for promotion (and Alexander was always known for his tendency to promote on merit).  Many of the NPC Macedonian infantry will follow his lead.

Polemon* – A Silver Shield – the crack battalion of the Companions.  His opinion can be assumed to be representative of the whole of that battalion and many more of the men in prestigious cavalry units.

Proteas*-  A private soldier of the foot companions (heavy Macedonian infantry).  His opinion can be assumed to be representative of  many men in similar positions.

Greeks

Niarchos - Admiral of Alexander’s fleet.  He was a boyhood friend of Alexander’s.  A citizen of Crete

Medius – A Corinthian.  He has some sort of position in the army, for the sake of form.  Procures supplies for the army and owns several of its ships.  Alexander was taken ill at one of Medius’ parties and is known to have sat drinking at Medius’ place on the next night.

Eumenes - A very able Athenian citizen whose talent was recognised by Philip and, later, by Alexander.  Both Kings promoted him.  He was a capable General and also acted as Alexander’s private secretary.  

Myron* - One of the Pages (young men of good family, learning their trade whilst acting as Alexander’s personal bodyguard).  A young Athenian cavalry officer in training.

Nikias* - A mercenary, originally fighting for Darius, he later came over to Alexander’s side and was promoted to officer status on merit.  The Greek mercenaries will probably follow his lead.  They will, however, require payment.

Persians

Oxathres - The brother of Darius who defected to Alexander’s side after Darius’ death.  He was immediately made an officer of the Companions (the most prestigious cavalry regiment) and served faithfully and competently ever since.  The Persian cavalry will probably follow his lead.

Bagoas - Chief eunuch of the King’s bedchamber.  Formerly the plaything of Darius.  Latterly the plaything of Alexander.  He remained a favourite of Alexander’s until his death.  Apart from anything personal there may have been between them, he was in a position to provide Alexander with invaluable advice on Persian Court Etiquette and was able to see that the Royal Harems were run properly.

Mazeus* - One of the ‘inheritors’ - noble Persian youths trained in the Greek language, philosophy and military style.  At the time of his death Alexander had been busily attempting to integrate these into his army.  Mazeus is too young to have made himself much of a reputation yet, but he looks set to be a successful cavalry officer

Zurvan* -  Another of the ‘inheritors’ – also one of the noble Pages attached to Alexander

Almalik* - High ranking Persian infantry officer.  He doesn’t have =total= control over the local troops, but he does have influence over them.

Phrataphernes* - A Persian official and very wealthy corn merchant. (There was a historical Phratphernes  about whom little is known.  I based this one on him).

Women

Roxane - Alexander’s first wife, married on campaign in Baktria.  There was no sensible diplomatic or financial reason for the match (she was a daughter of a barbarian chief) and she was generally regarded as a ‘campaign wife’ - not necessarily important in terms of the succession but married for purely romantic reasons.  Now, however, she is widely known to be pregnant.  It will, of course, be a barbarian brat (in Persian terms her people were not regarded as properly civilised), but, at least, it would be Alexander’s barbarian brat.

Stateira - Daughter of Darius, married with great state by Alexander.  This was the great ‘mass marriage’ at Susa when he married as many of his men as possible to Persian noblewomen in the hope of forging Greeks, Macedonians and Persians into a single people. A thoroughly noble (well, royal) Persian woman.

Thais - An Athenian courtesan, paid well to follow Ptolemy to Persia.  She was one of Alexander’s ‘inner circle’ of friends and it may well have been her idea (at a drunken party) to set fire to Perseopolis.  Ptolemy is not so interested in her now, but she is not without influence.

Characters who are not here:

(But to whom reference might be made in your character sheet.  OK, it’s a history lesson.  Feel free to ignore it).

Philip:  Alexander’s father.  His education was very Greek – he’d been sent to Thebes as a hostage at a young and impressionable age.  He was a master diplomat.  It was he who built Macedon into a leading force in Greece (Alexander merely finished the job his father had started).  He was assassinated very publicly.  Many believed that Alexander’s mother had a hand in organising the assassination which was almost certainly arranged in Athens, using Persian money to fund the necessary bribes.

As well as the Kingdom, Alexander took over most of his father’s senior staff and advisors.

Olympias:  The first of Philip’s wives to provide him with an heir.  She was a passionate woman who became very demanding and jealous when her husband took other wives, seeing this as a serious threat to her own position and that of her son.  In her anger and frustration, she told the young Alexander that his father was not Philip, but a god who had visited her in the night.  Most of the serious rows between Alexander and Philip arose because of Philip’s treatment of  Olympias.  It should be remembered that subsequent wives could have produced sons who were a genuine threat to Alexander.  Nonetheless, it does seem that the young Alexander was used as a weapon in his mother’s fights with his father.

Antipater:  Looked after Macedon when Philip was away fighting wars and, subsequently, was appointed to the same position by Alexander.  Greece did not stay quiet whilst Alexander was away and Antipater was left to look after Macedon’s interests in Europe, as well as to deal with internal matters.  He had many differences of opinion with Olympias.  Both wrote Alexander letters complaining of the other’s behaviour and policies.  At the time Alexander relieved Antipater of his post, the tensions between these two were in danger of tearing the Kingdom apart.  Additionally, by then, Antipater was well past retirement age.  On being relieved of the Regency, Antipater had been ordered to bring fresh recruits out to Asia where, beyond doubt, they were needed.

Hephaestion:  Alexander’s closest friend.  They were almost certainly lovers.  He died about 9 months before Alexander (of fever) and Alexander never really got over the loss.  Hephaestion occupied an important position in Alexander’s command structure (he shared command of the cavalry with Perdiccas) and, apart from being entirely loyal to Alexander and his policies, always carried out his commissions with great efficiency.

Krateros:  Alexander’s second in command along with Perdiccas.  Neither man was considered higher ranking than the other.  Krateros had been around longer and, although he didn’t always agree with Alexander, Alexander trusted him and valued his opinion.  At the time of Alexander’s death, Krateros was taking the veterans back to Macedon where he had orders to relieve Antipater of his position and take over as regent.

Kleitos:  A battalion commander and childhood friend of Alexander’s.  Killed by Alexander in a drunken rage after Kleitos became drunkenly critical of Alexander’s Persianisation.  Alexander was very sorry afterwards.

Hermolaus:  One of the pages (not the present crop) who led a conspiracy to assassinate Alexander.  He said he thought Alexander should die because of his ‘inhuman arrogance’.  He was tried by the Macedonians and condemned to death along with his co-conspirators.

Callisthenes:  An independent-minded Athenian philosopher who would not perform the prostration and objected in strong terms to Alexander’s apotheosis.  Killed by Alexander (which incited Callisthenes’ philosopher friends in Athens to start a smear campaign against Alexander).  Callisthenes had taught philosophy to Hermolaus and his co-conspirators and some of what they said in their confessions seemed to indicate that the plot was influenced by the philosopher’s views.

Parmenion and his son, Philotas:  Parmenion was one of Philip’s leading Generals.  At the start of the campaign, Alexander occasionally deferred to his view.  Both were subsequently killed by Alexander who suspected them of plotting against him.  The evidence on which he condemned them is equivocal.

Darius:  Former High King of Persia, defeated by Alexander.  Despite immense superiority of numbers and, at least at the beginning, unbroken lines of communication and supply, Darius lost every significant battle.  In most cases he fled the field early on.  He became High King when one of his Viziers poisoned his predecessor (Ochus).  His Vizier went on to attempt to poison Darius, only Darius made him drink his own poisoned cup.

Ochus:  High King before Darius.  Had all potential rivals assassinated.  Seems to have gone in for ‘reign of terror’ tactics.  To most Persian nobles, Darius came as a welcome relief.

Places

Gaugamela:  The battle where Darius suffered his final defeat

Gederosia:  The desert through which Alexander led his men (and many camp followers) on his way back from Egypt.  It was hard going.  Many died.

