Arridaeus:

History:

You are the son of Philip of Macedon by one of his properly married wives.  Rumour has it that you were a  promising child before Olympias had something unpleasant done to you.  This doesn’t matter much to you.  As far as you’re concerned you have always been pretty much the way you are now.  Well, not quite.  Since Alexander (your big brother who is very nice to you) took you to this Persia  place, life has been a lot better.  Back in Pella you got beaten a lot – often for reasons you didn’t understand, and people were always laughing at you.  Now you are looked after by good slaves who are kind to you because Alexander told them to be kind to you.  Only they don’t always let you do what you want.  They don’t let you drink much wine (and you do like wine) and you’re not allowed to hit them when they don’t let you do what you want.  Alexander got very cross when you hit your slaves and said he would send you back to Olympias if you did it again.  So you try not to get too cross with them.  Even when they’re stupid.

You have a mental age of around eight or nine.  You have fits sometimes (which are very scary), you’ve been kept away from other people to a large extent.  You get the feeling that even the kindest members of your family are a bit ashamed of you for some reason, even when they pretend not to be.  You’re not sure why this is but think it might be your fault.  Even though you try very hard, it’s not at all easy for you to do things properly and you know you often make mistakes.  Alexander was very kind to you.  He used to come and see you every few days when he was not away fighting in a war.  You would like to fight in a war.  You’re a big, strong man and when you hit people they stay hit.  You’re sure you would make a very good soldier, but they won’t let you be a soldier.  They won’t let you drink much wine.  And they won’t let you go out on your own, not ever.  Sometimes Alexander takes you out and then you have to promise to be very, very good and do the right things at the right time and not wipe your nose on your sleeve or scratch yourself (even when you itch), or fidget, or make a mess with your food or point at people or wave at the soldiers.  You like going out with Alexander so you try to be good – but it really is rather a lot to remember.  A little while ago he took you out to sacrifice and some of the soldiers cheered you.  You enjoyed that.  Alexander said you had been very good and promised to take you out again soon.  Probably about now.  You’re looking forward to it.

Apart from Alexander, other people who have been nice to you are Konon (a middle aged soldier assigned to keep you out of trouble), Hephaestion (who seems to be fighting a very long war as you haven’t seen him for some time and last time you asked Alexander why Alexander looked upset and went away) and Ptolemy.  Those are the people who bring you presents.  Only, except for Konon, you haven’t seen any of them for quite a while.  And the whole household seems to be in uproar.  There’s noise all over the camp.  It’s all very confusing and no one seems to have time to tell you what’s going on.  You have a very bad feeling about all of this.

Personality and Beliefs:

Alexander told you that, one day, people might try to make you King.  He said that would be a very bad thing.  He said, if they tried to make you King, you’d probably end up getting killed.  You don’t want to be killed so, on the whole, you think it would be a bad idea to be King.  Alexander is always right and he is kind to you.

You would like to be a soldier and wear armour and a cloak and ride a horse without being on a leading rein.

You like drinking un-watered wine (which goes straight to your head).

Aims:

· Primarily, stay alive.

· You’re not very sure about the differences between men and women and think it might be interesting to find out.

· Deep down, change makes you feel very insecure.  You want Alexander to tell you what to do.  Failing Alexander, you want some kind person to tell you what to do.

· You would like to be a soldier and have a horse and a cloak and a proper sword to hit people with.

The others here:

Kassander – You remember him from childhood.  You thought he was dead but now he’s turned up again.  A real bully.

Ptolemy – Not as nice as Alexander (who is properly your brother), but he often brings you presents and sometimes takes you riding.

Konon – More or less your nanny.  Sometimes he’s strict, but he does understand your needs (you can look for him if you like, but he’s not on the character list)/

Eumenes – Is the best person to write things down for you, if they need to be written down.  Or to read you stuff that’s been written.  He taught you to write your name and didn’t shout too much when you kept making a mess of the parchment.

Niarchos – One of Alexander’s best friends.

