Eumenes

History:
You are  citizen of Athens.  Despite that, you have hardly spent any of your life there.  You were born in one of the colonies and took up employment at Philip’s court in Pella at an early age.  Philip was quick to recognise your abilities (both military and as a secretary) and promoted you.  Amongst other tasks, you taught Alexander his letters.  You got on well with him and, when he inherited from Philip, it made little difference to the course of your career.  Having acted as private secretary to both Kings, you probably know more than anyone about the true nature of their diplomatic relationships.  Having been entrusted with the drafting of almost all their correspondence (both diplomatic and personal) you would have no problems in detecting a forgery (even a very clever one - it’s not just a matter of seals and signatures, which are relatively easy to forge - it’s a matter of personal style).  On the other hand, should you wish to create a forgery there is no way anyone could detect it.  You were Alexander’s private secretary at the time of his death.

Your talents are not purely literary.  You are also a good (though probably not great) general.  You don’t always get on too well with the men under your command because whilst you look after them and don’t take liberties, you lack the common touch.  There’s also the matter that you’re a Greek national under Macedonian patronage.  That makes other Greeks look down on you a little and the Macedonians despise you somewhat for not being ‘one of their own’.

You always got on well enough with Philip and, till recently, with Alexander.  You quarrelled with Hephaestion shortly before he died - some trivial matter of protocol which somehow came to take on more importance than it should have had.  In your opinion Hephaestion’s close relationship with Alexander started to cause him to take on airs to which he was not entitled.  Whatever, Alexander saw to it that you made the quarrel up, but, since that time, he acted more cooly towards you.  That hurt.  Now that he’s dead, it hurts more than ever.  Right now you’re engaged upon writing up a history of the last days of Alexander’s life.  You have no doubt that it will all be distorted within weeks and want to leave a true record for posterity.

You have a local wife, married at the mass ceremony at Susa.  You visit her occasionally, for form’s sake but she doesn’t seem any more inclined to learn Greek than you are to learn Persian.  Her name is Artonis and she is sister to the bride given to Ptolemy.

Personality and beliefs:

Despite the fact that you’re a citizen of Athens, you don’t really feel that you belong anywhere.  The issue of nationality doesn’t mean a lot to you.  You take your friends where you can find them and are more prone to looking for friendship where there are common interests and points of view than amongst those who share your country of birth.  To you this seems far more rational than judging a man upon some accident of birth or geography.  You are, of course, aware that not everyone feels that way.

You get on well enough with the more Hellenised amongst the Macedonians - those who admire Greek culture and, therefore, will seek out your opinion.  Despite your education you have learned that the Medes and Persians, though different, are not barbarian.  You have met philosophers from India and learned that their doctrines do not differ all that greatly from those of the cynics in your own country.  You are interested in these differences and, should you survive long enough to complete your current project, you might well consider writing a treatise on the similarities and differences you have noticed between the various civilisations with which your wide travels have bought you into contact.

Deep down you do not believe that Alexander is divine.  It’s hard to believe that a man you knew from childhood could be a God.  He was certainly brilliant (an able pupil, if not a prodigy) and had a special spark but divinity…..  Well, you witnessed enough of his childhood troubles (not to mention his mother) to understand why he wanted to believe that a god, and not Philip, was his father.  You understand that the announcement of his divinity was diplomatically convenient.  You were even involved in the planning process of that particular ‘revelation’.  The Persians made the prostration to Alexander because that is the socially correct thing for them to do in the presence of the High King.  The Greeks and Macedonians would only prostrate themselves before a God.  The easiest means of reconciliation was to announce that Alexander was a god.  But was he really?  Despite some nagging doubts, you can’t shake the notion that there are just too many rational explanations for Alexander’s willingness to embrace godhood.  You can’t help feeling that real divinity is just a little more mysterious.  But then, you could be wrong.….

Aims:

Your primary aim is to survive to write he books you want to write.

That could prove tricky because, to be honest, you have no real friends here.  No one you can trust absolutely.

You could be offered a military position by the Macedonians.  That carries military dangers but you’re used to those and they don’t bother you too greatly.

You could retire to Greece but, if Greek/Macedonian relations break down, you could become a useful diplomatic tool in someone’s hands.  You might not have much choice about who gets to use you in this way.

Really you need to make some hard decisions.  You have some money and a small body of men (mostly scribes) who are faithful to you personally.  The main thing you have to offer is your ‘insider knowledge’ of Alexander’s sensitive correspondence.

Perdikkas - A great, even brilliant general.  Too arrogant for his own good.  He could well end up over-reaching himself.

Peukestes -His Persianisation started from his love of luxury.  He is greedy.  But the best person to be Satrap of Persia.  He understands the way their minds work.  Personally you would not trust him with anything else - he’d probably end up embezzling.

Kassander - The worst kind of xenophobic Macedonian boor.  His father, however, is powerful  and a highly skilled diplomat.  Alexander’s decision to replace Antipater with Krateros was possibly a mistake.

Medius -Few realise how financially dependent the army is on this rich Corinthian financier.  He’s also highly cultured and a brilliant conversationalist.  You’re not sure what he’s after at the moment, but he could probably use you, if you were prepared to let him.

Ptolemy - Popular with everyone.  He’s a great general, gets on well with his men and has top class Macedonian ancestry.  He also has a lot of sound, common sense.  Perhaps his one fault is his lack of subtlety, if frankness and openness can be seen as a fault.  He’s capable of great things but tends to limit his ambition to what he knows he can achieve.

Melaeger - A management problem.  You pity his commanding officer.

Myron* - One of the bodyguard.  A young cavalry officer  personally and fanatically  faithful to Alexander

Nikias* - A reasonable man who, like you, will need to make his mind up whose side to fight on.  He commands a fair number of mercenaries.  If the worst came to the worst, you have no doubts you could sign up with him.  Greeks who have fought for those who might, once more, come to be regarded as enemies, could find some comfort and protection from sticking together.  However, becoming a mercenary would hardly be a step up in the world for you.

Mazeus - One of the young Persian inheritors.  A junior cavalry officer in the Companions, he has day to day responsibility for the military training of some of the pages.  A duty which he manages well.  He takes his study of Greek philosophy and literature very seriously and is as talented in this respect as he is on the field.  You have guided his reading and even lent him valuable manuscripts.  In your later discussions of these he has proved himself highly astute.  He is keen to be more thoroughly hellenised and has even taken a lover after the manner of the Greeks - Zurvan, one of  the pages.

Zurvan - One of the pages and beloved of Mazeus.  You think you know which one he is, but you do not know him personally.  Mazeus speaks highly of him but, considering their relationship, that’s only to be expected.

Bagoas - Some regarded him as a mere plaything but you know Bagoas as a valuable source of information on Persian culture and, indeed, philosophy.  Somewhere along the line he managed to pick up a decent education (you doubt whether Alexander would have been interested in him if he couldn’t make good conversation).  Apart from that, he has information that you will need to write an accurate chronicle of Alexander’s last days.  You were not really in Alexander’s confidence at the time….

Roxane - Alexander tried to get you to teach her to read and write - a hopeless case.  She picked up some Greek quick enough, though.  Doubtless she could see the sense in that.  She’s not so much stupid as selfish and uneducated. 

Stateira - It has not been your privilege to meet her.  Like all Persian women, she is carefully guarded.  You have no idea what she is doing here.  As Alexander’s private secretary, you know that, in the early stages of his illness, he had started to work on a letter inviting her to Babylon but had no intention of sending it until he was better.

Thais - Like everyone else, you have slept with her.  She is cultured, intelligent and, despite her age, still beautiful.  You are, after all, not young  yourself.  She knows everyone’s secrets and is, therefore, an excellent source for your writings.  You could never afford the price she once commanded but now, perhaps, she might consent to set up home with you.   She would be good company in the hard times that you guess must lie ahead.  It would not be the first time you’d asked - she’s turned you down three times to date, but she can’t go on living like this forever.  Can she?

