Perdikkas

History:

You have long been one of Alexander’s most trusted and capable generals and, on the death of Hephaestion, you were appointed Chiliarch in his place (i.e. you are in overall charge of the cavalry).  You understood that no one could replace Hephaestion in Alexander’s affections but can’t deny that you enjoy the status.  You were also part of Alexander’s inner circle and saved his life on more than one occasion.  Apart from Alexander, no one here outranks you.  The only person who equals you in rank is Krateros (more of an infantry man) and he is not here.  He’s on his way back to Macedon with a load of discharged veterans and, when he gets there, Alexander’s orders were that he should take over as regent.  That will not be pleasing to Antipater and you know it is not pleasing to his sons.  Antipater has friends and supporters (not to mention an army) in Macedon and, to a lesser extent, in Greece.  At the moment it is hard to tell who will end up in power back home.

That, however, is not what concerns you now.  All those present are aware that, shortly before he died, Alexander gave you his ring.  Nobody is sure of the precise implications of this and only you were in a position to hear what he said when he gave it to you.  To be honest with yourself, you’re not quite sure what he said.  His breathing was loud and his voice had been failing for several days.  You’re pretty sure it began with ‘K’.  He might have said ‘Give this to Krateros’, he did, after all, appoint Krateros as regent of Macedon.  He might equally said ‘Give it to the strongest’.  You prefer the latter interpretation and it is the one you have given out.  You take this to mean ‘Give my kingdom to the strongest of my heirs when he comes of age’.  At present, however, Alexander has no heirs, although Roxane is pregnant.

Personality and beliefs:

You are a very capable general, Alexander wouldn’t have promoted you if you weren’t.  You are of the Macedonian nobility and proud of it.  You know how to command men’s obedience although, unlike Alexander, you find it hard to command their affection and personal loyalty.  Due to your high rank you feel you have a pretty good understanding of what Alexander was attempting to achieve and, although you are a Macedonian first and foremost, you understand the importance of working with the Persians and making certain concessions to their culture and habits.  You have doubts about Alexander’s divinity.  You know that, when it was first announced, there was a certain difficulty because the Persians were making the prostration to Alexander and the Greeks and Macedonians were not.  This was because it is Persian culture to prostrate oneself before social superior (especially the High King) whereas the Greeks and Macedonians prostrate themselves before no one except the Gods.  Anaxarchos pointed out that, if Alexander was believed to be divine there would be no difficulty in getting the Greeks and Macedonians to perform the prostration.  The idea didn’t work out precisely as planned, but it does provide a rational explanation for all this divinity business.

Motives:

As Chiliarch you have a duty to maintain Alexander’s army (and empire) in good order.  It seems to you that the best way to do this is to have yourself proclaimed as regent until such time as Roxane’s child (should it prove to be a boy) comes of age.

Of course, by that time, or, if the child proves to be a girl, or even if it’s a boy and fails to survive to maturity, you could well end up so entrenched in power that you, yourself, become King of Macedon, not to mention the whole of Alexander’s extended empire.   After all, you are of Royal Blood (though not in the direct line of succession).   Naturally this will not be easy, naturally you will have to keep a lot of people happy in order to achieve your aims.  Still, you have always had the ambition and now you have the opportunity…..

The Others Here:

Peukestes:  Another general in the ‘inner circle’.  Whilst you outrank him you know he is very much a force to be reckoned with.  However, being very Persianised he is far from popular with the Macedonian men.  However many Persians Peukestes can command, it is only Macedonian men who bear arms who are entitled to chose their King.  Peukestes has become addicted to Persian luxuries but it has not made him soft.

Kassander:  Recently arrived, ostensibly to plead his father’s cause with Alexander.  He doesn’t seem to have a good grasp on local conditions and there was certainly never any love lost between him and Alexander.

Iollas: As one of Alexander’s bodyguard he should be fanatically faithful to Alexander.  He is, however, Kassander’s brother.  You don’t know where he stands.

Ptolemy: An extraordinarily capable general of Alexander’s ‘inner circle’.  Not only that, but a close boyhood friend of the dead King.  He’s very popular with the men, not least because he is generally believed to be the illegitimate son of Philip.  He could probably take the throne, if he wished to do so.

Arrideaus:  A legitimate son of Philip’s.  A half-wit.  Alexander used to be kind to him, unwisely, in your opinion, and try to keep his disability ‘in the family’.  He should have been drowned at birth and certainly never displayed to the men .

Seleukos: A very competent phalanx commander who Alexander had marked down for swift promotion.  He would make a good second in command, if you decide to trust him.

Melaeger:  A battalion commander.  Contemporary with most of your fellow generals, he was never promoted.  Alexander considered him competent enough in the field but somewhat lacking in imagination and ability to grasp the larger implications of a given situation.

Polemon: One of the companion cavalry.  Obviously competent, mentioned once or twice in dispatches, but not  a serious rival.

Niarchos:   Alexander’s admiral.  A Cretan.  A very close boyhood friend of Alexander’s.  You don’t know where he stands on any specific issues but he would make a very powerful enemy.  He’s Cretan so he doesn’t have a vote when it comes to choosing who will rule the Macedonians but, as he controls the fleet, his opinion probably needs to be taken into account.

Eumenes:  An Athenian citizen who prospered under the patronage of  Philip and, subsequently, Alexander.  A competent if not outstanding general.  Although not one of the 'inner circle’ he served as Alexander’s private secretary for many years.

Myron: Despite his youth, he was involved up to his eyebrows in politics back home in Athens – always in support of Macedon.  This was an unpopular cause, if what you’ve.  You were instrumental in bringing him out to Persia and arranging his appointment to the ranks of the Pages.  Had you not done so, the strong anti-Macedonian faction in Athens would have had him silenced.  No one else here knows that – not even Myron.

Bagoas:  Cultivating the acquaintance of this creature - the plaything of two Kings - does not appeal to you.  You used to be tolerably polite to him, for Alexander’s sake.

Roxane: Whatever your personal opinion of this temperamental barbarian princess, she is carrying a potential heir to Alexander’s empire.  You cannot afford to alienate her.  With her support you could accomplish more or less anything.

Stateira:  Alexander’s wife, Darius’ daughter.  Alexander married her at the mass wedding.  You thought she was safely  in Susa.  What on earth is she doing here?  Who sent for her?  You went out to meet her as she came to the City and were impressed by her beauty and dignity.  You had the sad duty of informing her of Alexander’s death.

Thais:  Yes, you’ve slept with her.  Most of the generals have.  She knows something about all of you but she’s no longer young and irresistibly attractive.  Furthermore, you don’t think you muttered anything incriminating into her perfectly formed ears.

