Oxathres:

History:

You are the brother of Darius, the last High King of Persia.  You watched your brother plotting with the Grand Vizier to poison his predecessor then dispose of the Grand Vizier as soon as he had taken the throne.  Not a bad move, since he forced the vizier to drink poison the vizier intended the King to drink.  When Alexander invaded, you watched your brother lose battle after battle, despite vast superiority in numbers, mostly because of his tendency to take bad advice when it flattered him more than good advice.  You watched your brother flee the battlefield on several occasions, whilst you stayed loyally on, fighting bravely though his actions ensured that you would lose.  After your brother had fled  the field at Gaugamela, you joined him in ignominious retreat.  Until, in the end, Bessus killed Darius  and announced himself High King.  This you found intolerable.  Regicide is the worst sin a man can commit.  Whatever you thought of your brother, he was still your brother and High King.  You left and went to Alexander to announce your acceptance of him as High King.  This, as you both understood, was because both of you were now committed to hunting down Bessus.  Alexander understood perfectly, and immediately recruited you into a suitable position within the prestigious Companion Cavalry.  Where you have served faithfully ever since.

Bessus was eventually arrested by Ptolemy and brought before Alexander who had him stripped (the greatest imaginable disgrace) and bound and whipped.  He then sent him to trial before a Persian court.  In other words, he did precisely as he should have done if he were born Persian.  Alexander was always ready and willing to learn Persian ways and to treat your people as they should be treated by their High King.  He sent you to Ectbana to supervise the trial.  You made sure that everything was done properly and then returned to the High King, Alexander.

It would be foolish to pretend that you had no difficulties fitting in with a foreign court.  Although Alexander and those closest to him have always treated you with the dignity you deserve, you know that you and your fellow Persians are not popular with all the Macedonians, or all the Greeks for that matter.  They see you as a defeated foreign enemy who has been promoted over their heads.  Well, that is as it is.  It does not give you great pleasure, but nor does it distress you unduly.  It just shows that these men have not been brought up properly and, if anything, you pity them.  Men like Alexander and Peucestes prove that it is perfectly possible for noble Macedonians to become civilised if they are prepared to make the effort.

Your daughter, Amastrine, was given to Krateros at Susa.  You do not believe Krateros truly appreciated the honour done to him.  She is safely in the harem at Susa.  Krateros is on his way back to Macedon.  

Personality and beliefs:

You are a Persian of high breeding.  You ride, you shoot straight and abhor the lie.

You know that some Greeks and Macedonians consider your people to be barbarians.  Unfortunately they have it the wrong way around.  Your people are civilised and their people are capable of becoming civilised.  What Alexander proved was that it was possible to civilise his people by defeating the Persians - No Persian who defeated Greeks or Macedonians managed to make the point so effectively.

You do not know whether Alexander is divine.  It’s a matter for philosophical debate.  The gods of the Greeks are different from your own gods in many ways.  You understand that his divinity was announced because many of your own people were horrified that the Macedonians and Greeks were too uncivil to perform the prostration before their High King.  You were not required to perform the prostration yourself because Alexander made you one of his Royal Kindred, entitled to kiss the High King on the cheek instead of making the prostration.  Anyway, you understand the Greeks and Macedonians had some kind of religious prejudice against the very proper behaviour of prostration which could only be overcome by announcing that Alexander was a god.  It was expedient.  It solved the problem to a large extent, though you know it continued to cause resentment amongst all peoples, including your own.

Now you understand that the Macedonians expect to be allowed a say in who is to be High King after Alexander.  This barbaric custom would be acceptable if the King they were electing were to be King of Macedon alone.  It would be acceptable if they only expected to ratify a choice clearly made by Alexander.  As things stand, though, it is not acceptable.   You are not at all sure how you feel about being commanded by someone elected by a bunch of  Macedonian barbarians, few of whom appreciate the subtleties of your culture.  You know that many of the other Persian commanders (now thoroughly integrated into the Macedonian troops  on Alexander’s orders) feel similarly uneasy about the whole situation.  Worse still, as you are not Macedonian, you are not even going to get a say in this election.

You can, of course, vote with your feet.  Although there are not many men under your personal command, there are many commanders (both mercenary and otherwise) who would follow you.  There are, in fact, many of your own people who might support you if you made a claim to be High King of Persia.  It would, of course, be dangerous (and probably foolish) to fight the Macedonians.  But if, for instance, they were to vote to give up and go home…..  Whatever, you are noble and loyal.  You would not rebel without good reason, you would certainly not rebel because of any personal ambition..  It’s just that you don’t trust the barbarians to arrive at a sensible decision and you do feel a duty to protect your own people.

Motives:

· Your primary motive is to secure a good deal for the Persian people.

· From your point of view, the best solution would be some sort of continuity - for things to go on as they are until Alexander’s heir comes of age and then for that heir to take over.

· You have no inclination to rebel (because disloyalty is ignoble not to mention against your religion) but you fear the strong Macedonian element that has no respect for your people.  Should that element get the upper hand you will feel compelled to protect the Persians,  both military and civilian.

· Protect Stateira with your life, if necessary.

The others here:

Perdikkas - A very capable commander.  Brilliant strategically.  He has overall command of the Companion Cavalry and is therefore your personal commanding officer as well as the highest ranking general present.

Peukestes - A thoroughly civilised Macedonian who has become a good friend of yours.  He understands your people, and their needs, perfectly.  You would trust him with anything except your personal finances (which, to be honest, you would rather trust to a Macedonian than a Greek or a Persian).

Kassander - A barbarian boor with no manners.  Alexander personally hit Kassander’s head against a wall after Kassander laughed at an elderly Persian gentleman making the prostration.  He is beneath your notice.

Iollas - A  charming young man with delightful manners.  Unlikely ever to make much of a soldier.

Medius - A Greek.  A very rich Greek.  Owns half the navy.

Ptolemy - Everyone seems to respect him and not without reason.  He has never shown much interest in becoming civilised himself, but always does his best to be polite and treat Persians with the proper amount of respect.

Arridaeus - Strange that Alexander never introduced you to his brother.  Manners dictated that he should do so and Alexander always had perfect manners (well, unless he was drinking with Macedonian boors, in which case he adopted their ways which, in itself, is good manners).  There must be some reason..

Seleukos - Still too young to have made much of a mark, but rumour has it that he’s one to watch in the future.  One of the few Macedonians to take good care of  his Susa bride, something that you find admirable.  Since his marriage you have enjoyed his company and come to regard him as a friend.

Eumenes - Has consulted you on matters of protocol.  He’s very diligent and you’ve always found him intelligent, witty and agreeable.  He’s also very competent in the field, by all accounts.  

Nikias* - An extraordinarily capable mercenary officer.  He’s done well since coming over to Alexander and deservedly so.  He and his men were loyal to your brother till the very end.  They came over the same time as you did (though, you guess, for slightly different reasons).  You would not make the mistake of underestimating such a man. 

Bagoas - Touchingly loyal.  He’s had every opportunity to flatter Alexander by slandering your brother, Darius.  Yet, from what you’ve heard, he’s spoken nothing but praise of his former master.  Because of Bagoas your brother has a better reputation in death than he perhaps deserved.  You appreciate that kindness.  You also believe that Bagoas has some responsibility for the sensitivity with which Alexander handled his Persian subjects.  He could explain those parts of protocol about which Alexander might not like to ask a Persian in a position of authority.  In his position he is bound to know a great deal about conditions within the harem.  A useful source of information on relationships between the women.  Not to mention truths about who is pregnant and by whom…..

Mazeus* - An extraordinarily talented young cavalry officer of noble Persian birth.  Unfortunately, like most of the ‘inheritors’ he is a little too Hellenised for your taste.  You fear that such young men might lose their birthright.  You suspect, for instance, he is developing a relationship with a younger man, Zurvan, one of the Persian pages, along Greek lines.  You would not condemn a man for desiring boys (it’s not your own inclination, but you see no harm in it) but, if he does, he should purchase their favours in the proper manner and not confuse desire with noble friendship.  He seems keen to impress you personally and does not realise you have noticed him.

Zurvan* -  Another Persian youth - one of Alexander’s ‘pages’.  You are not entirely happy with the relationship that is developing between him and Mazeus.  Well, it wouldn’t be quite so bad, but Zurvan’s father is no friend of yours.  The boy probably doesn’t know that - the argument happened many, many years ago, even before Darius ascended to the throne.  It’s just that you have a good memory.  

Almalik* - A Median infantry commander.  Not being of noble birth, he would not have advanced so far under a Persian High King.  However, despite your initial doubts, you have recently come to see the benefits of Alexander’s strange policy of promoting on merit.  Almalik is a good commander and his men trust him.

Roxane - A real barbarian who has no idea how a woman should behave.  If Alexander wanted her, he should have taken her as a concubine.  Not a good first wife for any man to have - let alone a High King.  You would do what you could to prevent any move to allow her child to inherit.  Meanwhile, a regency (providing the regent was reasonable) would be acceptable.  It might be a girl and many children die before reaching maturity. 

Stateira - Your niece.  Although Alexander never officially made her his chief wife, that’s the position she would naturally occupy.  A carefully brought up young woman.  She’s beautiful, intelligent and was properly educated until Alexander insisted she be taught Greek, reading and writing.  Improper accomplishments for a Royal Wife, though Stateira has coped with it all quite perfectly.  A great pity Alexander never got her with child.  Had he done so, you would have followed such a child to the ends of the earth (as, indeed, you followed his father).

Thais - An Athenian courtesan and beneath the attention of a man with a fine harem of his own.  Though you can’t help resenting her for her part in the burning of the beauties of Persepolis.

