The Cast

NB All characters are historical except those marked *

It’s difficult to give accurate translations of ranks or the importance of different military honours (relatively ancient sources disagree).  I’m tying to stick to the following conventions:

Bodyguard:
The ‘inner circle’ of high ranking generals closest to Alexander.

Perdikkas, Peukestes and Ptolemy.  There were others, but they’re not characters in this game.

Companions:
The most noble of the Macedonian Cavalry Regiments.  Only, these days, not all of them are Macedonian.

Susa Bridegrooms: When Alexander married Stateira, the daughter of Darius, he caused a number (probably somewhere between 80 and 92) of high born, high ranking Greeks and Macedonians to marry noble Persian or Median women at the same time.  It was intended as an honour, though they didn’t have much choice in the matter.


Perdikkas, Peukestes, Seleukos, Niarchos, Eumenes
Pages:
Noble youths ‘in training’.  They were assigned to look after Alexander on a personal level.  They saw to his personal needs and guarded his rooms at night.  This was a great honour.  Iollas, Myron and Zurvan.

Macedonians

Perdikkas - One of Alexander’s two seconds in command - the highest ranking General present.  Related to the Macedonian Royal family, but not in the direct line of succession.  Alexander gave Perdikkas his ring just before he died although his intentions in doing so are unknown.

Peukestes - Satrap of Persia and one of the more ‘Persianised’ of Alexander’s generals. 

Kassander - Eldest son of Antipater, recently arrived in Babylon to plead his father’s cause.  He never got on with Alexander and was left in Macedon when Alexander went to Persia

Iollas - Younger brother of Kassander.  He was one of Alexander’s pages and Alexander’s cupbearer.  Some felt Alexander gave him this position of trust in order to reconcile Antipater to losing the job of Regent.

Ptolemy - Generally accepted as being the illegitimate son of Philip (Alexander’s father). A lifelong close friend  of Alexander’s.  Although he lacks the full extent of Alexander’s charisma, he is very popular with the troops. 

Arridaeus - A legitimate son of Philip (Alexander’s father).  He has never been seen much in public but he was seen sacrificing with Alexander a few weeks ago and he seemed OK then.  He bears a close physical resemblance to his father. 

Seleukos - Another general. 

Melaeger - A Macedonian infantry officer and contemporary with most of the Generals here.  He was passed over for promotion (and Alexander was always known for his tendency to promote on merit).  Many of the NPC Macedonian infantry will follow his lead.

Polemon* – A Silver Shield – the crack battalion of the Companions.  His opinion can be assumed to be representative of the whole of that battalion and many more of the men in prestigious cavalry units.

Proteas*-  A private soldier of the foot companions (heavy Macedonian infantry).  His opinion can be assumed to be representative of  many men in similar positions.

Greeks

Niarchos - Admiral of Alexander’s fleet.  He was a boyhood friend of Alexander’s.  A citizen of Crete

Medius – A Corinthian.  He has some sort of position in the army, for the sake of form.  Procures supplies for the army and owns several of its ships.  Alexander was taken ill at one of Medius’ parties and is known to have sat drinking at Medius’ place on the next night.

Eumenes - A very able Athenian citizen whose talent was recognised by Philip and, later, by Alexander.  Both Kings promoted him.  He was a capable General and also acted as Alexander’s private secretary.  

Myron* - One of the Pages (young men of good family, learning their trade whilst acting as Alexander’s personal bodyguard).  A young Athenian cavalry officer in training.

Nikias* - A mercenary, originally fighting for Darius, he later came over to Alexander’s side and was promoted to officer status on merit.  The Greek mercenaries will probably follow his lead.  They will, however, require payment.

Persians

Oxarthres - The brother of Darius who defected to Alexander’s side after Darius’ death.  He was immediately made an officer of the Companions (the most prestigious cavalry regiment) and served faithfully and competently ever since.  The Persian cavalry will probably follow his lead.

Bagoas - Chief eunuch of the King’s bedchamber.  Formerly the plaything of Darius.  Latterly the plaything of Alexander.  He remained a favourite of Alexander’s until his death.  Apart from anything personal there may have been between them, he was in a position to provide Alexander with invaluable advice on Persian Court Etiquette and was able to see that the Royal Harems were run properly.

Mazeus* - One of the ‘inheritors’ - noble Persian youths trained in the Greek language, philosophy and military style.  At the time of his death Alexander had been busily attempting to integrate these into his army.  Mazeus is too young to have made himself much of a reputation yet, but he looks set to be a successful cavalry officer

Zurvan* -  Another of the ‘inheritors’ – also one of the noble Pages attached to Alexander

Almalik* - High ranking Persian infantry officer.  He doesn’t have =total= control over the local troops, but he does have influence over them.

Phrataphernes* - A Persian official and very wealthy corn merchant.

Women

Roxane - Alexander’s first wife, married on campaign in Baktria.  There was no sensible diplomatic or financial reason for the match (she was a daughter of a barbarian chief) and she was generally regarded as a ‘campaign wife’ - not necessarily important in terms of the succession but married for purely romantic reasons.  Now, however, she is widely known to be pregnant.  It will, of course, be a barbarian brat (in Persian terms her people were not regarded as properly civilised), but, at least, it would be Alexander’s barbarian brat.

Stateira - Daughter of Darius, married with great state by Alexander.  This was the great ‘mass marriage’ at Susa when he married as many of his men as possible to Persian noblewomen in the hope of forging Greeks, Macedonians and Persians into a single people. A thoroughly noble (well, royal) Persian woman.

Thais - An Athenian courtesan, paid well to follow Ptolemy to Persia.  She was one of Alexander’s ‘inner circle’ of friends and it may well have been her idea (at a drunken party) to set fire to Perseopolis.  Ptolemy is not so interested in her now, but she is not without influence.

Characters who are not here:

Philip:  Alexander’s father.  His education was very Greek – he’d been sent to Thebes as a hostage at a young and impressionable age.  He was a master diplomat.  It was he who built Macedon into a leading force in Greece (Alexander merely finished the job his father had started).  He was assassinated very publicly.  Many believed that Alexander’s mother had a hand in organising the assassination which was almost certainly arranged in Athens, using Persian money to fund the necessary bribes.

As well as the Kingdom, Alexander took over most of his father’s senior staff and advisors.

Olympias:  The first of Philip’s wives to provide him with an heir.  She was a passionate woman who became very demanding and jealous when her husband took other wives, seeing this as a serious threat to her own position and that of her son.  In her anger and frustration, she told the young Alexander that his father was not Philip, but a god who had visited her in the night.  Most of the serious rows between Alexander and Philip arose because of Philip’s treatment of  Olympias.  It should be remembered that subsequent wives could have produced sons who were a genuine threat to Alexander.  Nonetheless, it does seem that the young Alexander was used as a weapon in his mother’s fights with his father.

Antipater:  Looked after Macedon when Philip was away fighting wars and, subsequently, was appointed to the same position by Alexander.  Greece did not stay quiet whilst Alexander was away and Antipater was left to look after Macedon’s interests in Europe, as well as to deal with internal matters.  He had many differences of opinion with Olympias.  Both wrote Alexander letters complaining of the other’s behaviour and policies.  At the time Alexander relieved Antipater of his post, the tensions between these two were in danger of tearing the Kingdom apart.  Additionally, by then, Antipater was well past retirement age.  On being relieved of the Regency, Antipater had been ordered to bring fresh recruits out to Asia where, beyond doubt, they were needed.

Hephaestion:  Alexander’s closest friend.  They were almost certainly lovers.  He died about 9 months before Alexander (of fever) and Alexander never really got over the loss.  Hephaestion occupied an important position in Alexander’s command structure (he shared command of the cavalry with Perdiccas) and, apart from being entirely loyal to Alexander and his policies, always carried out his commissions with great efficiency.

Krateros:  Alexander’s second in command along with Perdiccas.  Neither man was considered higher ranking than the other.  Krateros had been around longer and, although he didn’t always agree with Alexander, Alexander trusted him and valued his opinion.  At the time of Alexander’s death, Krateros was taking the veterans back to Macedon where he had orders to relieve Antipater of his position and take over as regent.

