Melaeger:

History:

You are a proper Macedonian of good family.  You were born and bred in Macedon and know that Macedonian ways are infinitely superior to anything else.  You grew up alongside most of the Macedonian generals here, came to Persia with Alexander, served well, faithfully and bravely but, for some reason, you didn’t get promotion.  You remain a battalion commander whilst most of your contemporaries are generals, and that doesn’t seem fair to you.  Especially not when all these barbarians have been promoted over your head.  Not to mention men like Peukestes who has sold out his birthright and ‘gone native’.

Although you remained faithful to your King as long as he lived, you never really approved when he started taking on barbarian dress and mannerisms.  You put up with it because you had to, reasoning that he was only doing it to keep the natives in order though, in your opinion, beating them good and properly in battles then selling them into slavery would have been a better solution.  More Macedonian.  You found it distressing and puzzling when Alexander killed Kleitos.  Kleitos was a friend of yours and a friend of Alexander’s.  OK, Kleitos criticised Alexander – Kleitos was drunk and said things he shouldn’t have said.  Alexander was drunk too and lost his temper and was sorry after he killed him (he had to be prevented from killing himself, as you recall).  You understand that, when men are drunk, these things will happen but, nonetheless, since then, people have been afraid to speak their minds round Alexander.  And Macedonians have a right to speak their minds around their King.

At the moment Perdikkas is the senior General here.  But Perdikkas is a cavalry man.  Krateros (a good, solid Macedonian who cares about as much for the barbarians as you do) is away.  Someone here really ought to stand up to him.

One further resentment you have is that, in the recent re-organisation, a lot of the barbarians you used to command have been reassigned to Almalik’s regiment and promoted.  You would never promote a barbarian.  But, of course, Almalik is a barbarian himself, who should never be a battalion commander in a proper Macedonian force.  It’s disgusting that he has as much status and rank as you do.  Your own men, who no longer have barbarians under them to do the dirty work, feel much the same.  Unfortunately, whilst Alexander was in charge, there wasn’t much you could do about it.  Now, you hope, things will change.  The barbarians will be put back in their place and the army will be run by decent Macedonians.

Personality and Beliefs:

Although an excellent leader in the field you are not the most imaginative of men.  

You are a straightforward Infantry Officer who is not afraid to speak his mind.  Many of the Macedonian infantry will follow your lead, but you have little experience in or talent for the subtleties of diplomacy and intrigue. 

You are a typical Macedonian xenophobe.  Everyone who is not a Macedonian is a barbarian.  Except the Greeks.  The Greeks think they’re better than anyone else and need to be kept firmly in their place.  Most of them are mercenaries anyway.  All Persians, Medes and foreigners are filthy barbarians who have no rights whatsoever.

You are not sure whether Alexander is a god or not.  You aren’t all that good at philosophy which doesn’t interest you in the slightest.  The safest course seems to be to act as if he was divine.  Just in case.

Aims:

· To keep Macedon (and the Empire) Macedonian.

· Krateros should be Regent

· Arrideaus should be King

As a secondary aim, you will do whatever you can to hurt Almalik.  Unfortunately, at present, apart from the fact that he’s a filthy barbarian with no right to the same rank as you, you have no dirt on him.

Equipment

You are wearing your sword.
The others here:

Perdikkas – Too cocky for his own good.  Whatever he thinks, he has no right to run things.  Macedonians have always elected their own Kings.

Peukestes – If there’s one thing worse than a filthy barbarian it’s a high born Macedonian who acts like a filthy barbarian.  You could forgive it in Alexander (who is a god and therefore entitled to mysterious ways), but seeing Peukestes dressed in that stupid costume makes you want to vomit.

Kassander – Seems to have some good ideas and tried to reason with Alexander.  Not that Alexander listened.  Still, he seems to have the right idea.  He would make a good ally except he wants his father to go on being Regent in Macedon and that’s the job Alexander gave to Krateros, your commander, who you would be right behind, if only he was here…..

Ptolemy – A sound general.  A bit too easy on the barbarians but you’ve also noticed he’s one of those men who has time to be kind to animals.

Arridaeus – The legitimate heir to the throne of Macedon.  He’s here.  He has no barbarian blood.  And he’s of age.  The obvious candidate.  You don’t believe there’s anything wrong with him.  You saw him sacrifice with Alexander just a couple of weeks ago and he looked fine to you.

Seleukos – A good, solid officer.  He’s younger than you and you can’t see why he was promoted ahead of you, but that’s not necessarily his fault.  He’s cavalry anyway, so you’re not in direct competition.  Rumour has it that he’s on his way up.

Proteas* - A salt of the earth Macedonian infantry man.

Eumenes – He’s capable but Greek.  Therefore he shouldn’t really be commanding Macedonians.

Nikias* - OK, he’s a good soldier.  But how can anyone trust a man who used to fight for the enemy?

Almalik* - A filthy barbarian and your immediate superior in the command structure.  The situation is intolerable.

Roxane – A filthy barbarian.  All very well as a campaign wife (most of the men have taken foreign women because they’re all that’s available).  Her brat should be drowned at birth and must never be allowed to rule Macedon.  However, you understand that some of your men harbour romantic notions about Roxane.  It would not do to speak against her too openly.

Thais – Having been passed over for promotion you could never afford her.  At one point you would have liked to but, now, she’s past her sell-by date.

