Niarchos:

History:

You are a Cretan citizen but, before coming to Persia, you spent most of your life in Pella where you were brought up alongside Alexander.  Since childhood you had been very close friends.  You shared in his education and early adventures.  His father, Philip, exiled you for supporting him in one of their arguments and you went into exile with Alexander on another occasion.  In life, Alexander never forgot his friends.

You loved Alexander dearly.  Not in any sexual or romantic way, but as a friend.  You also admired him greatly and have always striven to come up to his ideals.  No one could accuse you of sycophancy because you set very high ideals and standards for yourself.  The fact that these are very similar to Alexander’s probably comes from the fact that you were brought up and educated together and, together, tried to work out for yourselves what makes a man great and good and what makes life worth living.  You understand that Alexander liked healthy competition – you would never lose to him deliberately because, to do so, would be to lose his respect as well as the contest.  If he beat you at anything, both of you knew it was a fair contest and because he was the better man.  Your feelings for him are a little less than hero-worship – you knew him too well for that.  Still, in life you admired him greatly and, now he is dead, you feel bereaved.  You really don’t know what to do.  Life, you suppose, will go on but the best part of yours feels like it’s over.  You’re admiral of a large and well-trained fleet (much of it new), you are a war hero whose achievements are universally recognised and respected.  And, still, now Alexander has gone, you don’t know what to do.

The navy is pretty international (Greek, Macedonian and Persian, mostly Greek) and 100% loyal to you.  They trust you.  However, if things become really nasty, you will have to let some of them go to fight on different sides.  That will give you immense administrative headaches, but you’ve undertaken worse logistical exercises in your time.  You can cope with it.

Oh, one thing you know that seems to have escaped everyone else’s attention.  Stateira is pregnant with Alexander’s child.  He told you before his illness took his voice away and he said he was absolutely delighted.  He didn’t want to name the child his heir because it might have been a girl, or, if a boy, he might have turned out badly and, most importantly, because being named as heir would have placed the child in terrible danger from his enemies.  He intended to send for Stateira as soon as he was better and announce her pregnancy to the troops along with celebratory games, banquets and gifts.

Personality and Beliefs:

You are a  noble and deeply principled man.  You genuinely believe in what Alexander was trying to do.  More than anyone else you understood Alexander’s urge to explore the unknown.  You were greatly looking forward to your voyage around the Arabian gulf and now you’re not sure whether it will go ahead.  It rather depends on whom the Macedonians chose to be their next King.  You are not Macedonian and so you have no vote in the matter.  Still, in  view of the position of trust you held with Alexander, and in view of the fact that the navy is under your command (and more likely to answer to you than anyone else) they are very likely to take your opinion into account.

You approve thoroughly and 100% of everything Alexander was trying to achieve.  You’ve tried to integrate Persian ships and commanders into your navy and feel you’ve done a pretty decent job of it.

Alexander may well be divine.  He was certainly special.  Of course, his mother used to tell him he was the son of a god, she told him that before he was even weaned.  She was witchy enough to have arranged it.  Later, of course, the announcement of his divinity became diplomatically convenient.  It persuaded the Greeks and Macedonians to perform the prostration (which, to the Persians, is a simple gesture of social respect) and helped keep the Greek states from stabbing him in the back in his absence.  Still, in a sense, you have always worshipped Alexander.  It seems only fitting that others should do so.

Aims:

Frankly, you’re feeling so lost and bereaved that you are, as yet, unsure what to do with the rest of your life.  In many matters, therefore, you are open to suggestions with the following provisos:

1 Stateira’s child should inherit the Kingdom.  If it’s a boy (you’re sure such a child would prove worthy).  That is what Alexander would have wanted.  It’s also the sensible solution.

2 Meanwhile, someone will have to be Regent.  Ptolemy is the only man here you would trust with that amount of power.  You would hesitate to suggest him because that would make him a target for assassination.  However, should he be proposed, you would support him.  The best solution would be a Regency Council, with Ptolemy as Chairman.

3 You’d rather like to go ahead with your voyage of discovery.  Of course, if you’re needed to fight, or to keep fighting men supplied in a good cause, you’ll let that go.

4 Find out who invited Stateira here and whether they mean her harm.  If they mean her harm deal with it.

Overall you would tend to support any solution that kept Alexander’s achievements intact.

The others here:

Perdikkas – A brilliant general but far too arrogant for his own good.  He looks set to make a play for major power, with which you wouldn’t trust him.

Peukestes – Recently promoted.  You have nothing against Persian culture, but Peukestes seems rather addicted to the luxury of it.   He’s taken cultural integration  too far, in your opinion.  Though, on the whole, you’re too polite to express it directly.

Kassander – He was an unpleasant youth (he grew up along with you in Pella) who never got along with Alexander or his friends.  He seemed resentful of Alexander’s brilliance.  He doesn’t seem to have changed much.  He is the worst kind of Macedonian xenophobe and, although officially he’s here to plead his father’s cause, he seems to want some kind of Regency for himself.

Iollas - Younger brother of Kassander. Unlike his brother he seems to be a pleasant youth.  Very willing to please.

Ptolemy – Like you, he grew up and was educated with Alexander.  Like you, he was exiled twice for Alexander’s sake.  Too many of that old crowd are dead.  Only Ptolemy is here.  One of the oldest and best friends you have left.  You would trust him with your life.

Arridaeus – You know that he suffers fits and has the mind and emotional development of a child.  It’s a pity Alexander and Ptolemy agreed to keep this knowledge ‘in the family’ because his true condition (and unfitness to rule) is not generally recognised.

Melaeger – Odd that he hasn’t been promoted along with his contemporaries.  You don’t know much about infantry but guess that Alexander had good reason to leave him where he was.

Medius – A Corinthian.  Officially a part of the army he is in fact more of a financier.  He owns several ships in your navy and is nominally the Captain of them though what he knows about seafaring could be neatly carved on a piece of gravel.  He’s alright though, for a merchant.  To date he has been happy enough to pay for the ships and leave the choice of commander to you.  You hope that will not change.  Also, apparently, he became pretty friendly with Alexander over the last few months..

Eumenes – Has kept himself to himself since making up his quarrel with Hephaestion.  Few realise just how talented and reliable a man he is.  Not to mention discreet – without discretion he could not have acted as Alexander’s private secretary.

Bagoas - Alexander was genuinely fond of him and he was totally devoted to Alexander.  Despite his condition and current position in society, he is proud.  As he deserves to be.  He was born to a noble Persian family, castrated and sold into slavery by his father’s enemies.  

Phrataphernes -  The Persian merchant who was assigned the task of procuring supplies for Alexander’s projected expedition around the Arabian Gulf.  You have heard that he is honest.  You went over your own specifications with him personally and his attitude impressed you.  You recently learned that he has procured everything you asked for and all of it is very satisfactory.  This includes a large supply of sound grain.  There’s a lot of rotten grain around at the moment and rotten grain is as bad as poison.

Roxane – Although she is carrying Alexander’s child you know he didn’t care for her greatly.

Stateira – She is pregnant.  That is not general knowledge at present – it should be.  Alexander told you that, should her child be male and turn out well, he would almost certainly inherit the Kingdom.  Half royal Macedonian, half royal Persian – the ideal ruler of this empire.  You do not know what she is doing here.  She should be safely back in Susa.  You know Alexander meant to send for her when her pregnancy was far enough advanced to make travel safe for the child.  She does not, however, appear to have suffered any harm.  Still, her presence is a mystery and you would like to know who is responsible for taking risks with the potential heir.

Thais – Since Ptolemy’s infatuation faded she has slept with most people of importance.  Including you.  You are not one to mutter important secrets across a pillow and, anyway, she’s a true professional and knows she is paid for her discretion along with the other services.  Now she is past her best, someone really ought to support her.  Unless she’s saved up enough to take care of herself.  You have no particular feelings for her, but she’s one of the ‘old crowd’ and you feel enough loyalty to do your best to ensure she is not misused.

