Polemon:

History:

You were born in Macedon about four years after Alexander.  Although your family is of good stock, they were not considered important enough for you to be summoned to Pella to be educated alongside King Philip’s son.  That’s not entirely a bad thing, from your point of view because, although you admire Alexander and his inner circle for their achievements, you do not approve of all of their behaviour and are glad that you had the benefit of a traditional Macedonian education.  You speak reasonable Greek.  You know your letters well enough to be sure the scribes are not deceiving you and you know how to check your own accounts.  You never had time for all that Greek philosophy.  You spent your youth learning about horses and the arts of war.

Although not one of the ‘inner circle’ at Pella, your birth entitled you to certain privileges.  When Alexander set out for Persia, you joined him as one of his Pages.  Back in those days, the King still acted like a proper Macedonian and you considered it an honour to look after him.  You were in training  and, when the new pages came out East after Gaugamela, you took your place in the Companions.   Since then you’ve been kept constantly busy on one campaign or another and got yourself a bit of loot.  You were known as a capable fighter and were promoted steadily up the ranks.  Then, when the Silver Shields were born, and given to Hephaestion as his own regiment, you were chosen to be one of them.  And, though you don’t have a command position within their ranks, just being a Silver Shield is a significant honour.  The whole world knows the Companion Cavalry is the best there is and that the Silver Shields are the best of the best.

You can’t complain about the course of your military career.  You feel you’ve been fairly treated and given every honour due to you.  You can’t deny that Alexander was a truly brilliant general and that, owing to the fact he always promoted on merit, you’ve always been led by the best of the best.  You’ve served under Alexander, Hephaestion and Perdikkas and, whilst you’ve followed them into considerable danger, all were the type of men who led from the front and never exposed their men to unnecessary risk.  Risks were taken, naturally, that is in the nature of war.  But the risks were always calculated and always led to significant gains.

There are, however, some things you don’t like.  You never liked the way Alexander and his friends used to shave their beards off.  Men have beards – even barbarians know that much.  You didn’t like it when Alexander, and some of his friends, started wearing the local costume instead of dressing like decent Macedonians.  You didn’t like the way your King started to forget  that he was a Macedonian who ruled only by Macedonian consent and began acting like a barbarian despot.  It offended you when he expected decent Macedonians to bow down to him as if he were a god. You felt Callisthenes the philosopher was right to explain that he wouldn’t bow down before Alexander because not even gods like Heracles had people bow down before them when they were still alive.  Some of the pages who took over your old job conspired against him and, although he had to do something because they had plotted to kill him, you didn’t like the way the trial and the sentence were carried out.  Hermolaus, the leader of the plot, confessed his guilt, declaring that it was no longer possible for an honourable man to endure Alexander’s inhuman arrogance.  Although you would never have plotted to kill the King, you did agree with many of Hermolaus’ grievances – that Alexander had lawlessly killed Philotas and Parmenio and others along with them on minimal evidence that they were plotting against his life, that Alexander had murdered Kleitus, an old friend, in a drunken rage when Kleitus criticised him for wearing Persian dress and generally turning into a barbarian.  Callisthenes, Kleitus and Hermolaus, in your opinion, all made some very good points.  Personally, you prefer to keep your opinions to yourself.  This, you guess, is why you are alive and those others are all dead – all killed by Alexander.  Since then, things have gone from bad to worse.  OK, there have been more victories, more loot.  But the regiments have all been rearranged and, in many cases, Persians have been promoted over the head of Macedonians.  OK, it hasn’t happened in the Silver Shields (he wouldn’t dare), but just because it doesn’t affect you personally doesn’t mean you haven’t noticed.  Many of the Macedonian troops have been sent home.  New barbarian troops have replaced them.  30,000 Persian youths, educated in the Greek manner and trained to fight like Macedonians have recently joined the army and Alexander called them his ‘inheritors’.  Even some of Alexander’s latest set of noble pages are Persian!  None of this, in your opinion, is a good thing.  In fact, it’s all very worrying.

Now Alexander is dead, and most of Asia has been conquered.  You’re about ready to go home. The Persian women are all very well, but you’re ready to settle down with your loot and a good Macedonian wife or two.  However, it’s clear enough that  there are one or two things that still need sorting out here in Asia.  It would be a pity if Macedon lost its empire just because the King had died.  And, if there’s glory (not to mention loot) to be had out here, you’d never forgive yourself if you missed it. 

Personality and Beliefs:

You are a good Macedonian.  You’ve found a lot of what has happened out here in Asia offensive, but have kept your mouth shut to date.  Partly out of a sense of self-preservation and partly because, despite everything, you enjoyed the war (and did well out of it) and were loyal to Alexander as your King and commander in chief, even if you couldn’t really approve of some of his personal habits.

Alexander wanted everyone to treat him like a god.  That is what the Greeks call hubris.  Nonetheless, he was a brilliant general and you were prepared to support him whilst he was your  properly elected, legitimate King.

The Persians are barbarians.

The Greeks are decadent.  Half the troubles in Macedon started when Philip gave up the old ways and tried acting like a Greek.   Your father always said so.  Alexander took things several stages further.

Aims:

· If there’s fighting to be had and loot and glory to be won, you want a part of it.

· Your inclination is to support Alexander’s unborn heir.  Meanwhile someone has to be Regent.  Perdikkas is the obvious choice.  He’s your commander and Alexander gave him his ring before he died.  Krateros, though equal to Perdikkas in rank has two major disadvantages – firstly he’s not here (he’s on his way back to Macedon) and secondly he’s infantry.  Apart from that, he’s a good man – has the right ideas.

· A joint regency between Perdikkas and Krateros would be acceptable to you.  Krateros in charge back home and Perdikkas in charge out here.  That would be ideal.
Equipment:
You are wearing your sword to prove you have a right to bear arms and, therefore, a vote in the assembly.

The Others Here:

Perdikkas - Perdikkas commands the Silver Shields (and the Companions, not to mention being the highest ranking General here).  You will remain loyal to him unless he does something to seriously offend you.

Peukestes – Acts like a Persian.  Enough to make any decent man sick. 

Kassander – A good, honest Macedonian.  Hasn’t been out here long, so, looking at him,  you can see how far many of your companions have been corrupted by barbarian ways.  His laughter at the old, fat Persian bowing down before the King was a real tonic.  Then the King went and bashed Kassander’s head against the wall, instead of drinking a toast to him.  That’s what things came to, towards the end.

Iollas – One of the latest crop of pages.  He’s Kassander’s brother, so he’s probably OK.

Ptolemy – A good general.  Steady and sound.  You know  where you stand with Ptolemy.  And he’s remained a good Macedonian, relatively uncorrupted by barbarian ways.  You guess the only reason he never spoke out against Alexander’s excesses is that the two of them had been friends since childhood.  You put up with more in your friends than you do in other people.  That’s only natural.

Arridaeus – You’ve heard rumours that there’s something wrong with him.  Stands to reason.  If he’d been competent, Alexander would either have given him a position of responsibility (like he did with Ptolemy) or had him done away with as a potential rival.

Seleukos – Recently promoted to general.  He’s still young, but you’ve heard that he’s very talented.  Probably ambitious too.  The only thing you know about him that you don’t like is that he spends a lot of time with the wife Alexander made him marry at Susa.  None of the others do.

Proteas*-  You don’t normally mix with infantry but, on the long march across the Gederosian desert, all the horses died anyway and you fell in with whoever happened to be around.  You wouldn’t describe him as a friend, but you do know he’s a decent sort.

Eumenes – He’s a good general, for a Greek scribe.  Goes to show you can’t always judge by appearances.  

Oxathres – One of the first Persians to be allowed to join the Companions.  It shouldn’t have been allowed.  However, despite being a barbarian, he’s a good fighter.  He fought well against the Macedonians and now he fights well for them.  Morally you find this somewhat challenging, but you have to give credit where credit is due and he’s one of the best cavalry officers you’ve ever served under.

Bagoas – If the King wanted to keep a Persian eunuch as a pet, that is the King’s prerogative.  Personally you wouldn’t be seen dead talking to such a creature.  Since your time, you understand, he’s taken over many of the duties you carried out when you were one of the pages.  You can understand why – when he arrived the new lot were still raw and perfectly useless.  Still, it doesn’t seem quite right to you.  How are the pages supposed to learn if someone else does their dirty work for them?

Mazeus* - One of those young Persian brats who has been set over decent Macedonians in the Companions.  It doesn’t bear thinking about though you’ve seen him at work and have to admit he’s competent.

Zurvan* -  Barbarians should not have been allowed to serve as Pages to the King.  That is the prerogative of well born Macedonians.

Roxane – Alexander was not the only Macedonian to take up with a local woman.  Nothing better has been available for some time (unless you fancy paying the inflated prices charged by the Greek courtesans who followed the army and most of them are past it now).  You can’t blame him for taking up with Roxane.  It was a mistake to marry her before getting an heir on a decent Macedonian woman, but his father did much the same – seems to run in the family.  You don’t believe he would have taken the barbarian bitch back to Macedon.  Still, as far as you know, she’s carrying the only legitimate heir in existence.

Stateira – You understand that Alexander married her for diplomatic reasons.  It helped the Persians accept him as their King.  Well, you never thought of him as the King of Persia, more as Persia’s conqueror and Overlord.  Still, it was a sensible diplomatic move.  You’ve no idea what she’s doing here, though.  Presumably he sent for her before he died.  It takes messages a while to get from Babylon to Susa.

Thais – You could never afford her.  Once you would have liked to but now she’s well past her sell by date and you wouldn’t be interested (even if she’s dropped her prices).

