Medius:

History:

You are a very wealthy Corinthian entrepreneur.  You are an expert in buying cheap and selling dear and, whilst this is not considered as noble as military activity in Macedonian society, the plain fact of the matter is that armies are not a lot of use without the resources to buy food and equipment.  You’ve done a good job of husbanding those resources, giving generously of your own wealth to fund this expedition.  Several of the ships in Niarchos’ navy belong to you and you are, nominally speaking, the captain of those ships though seafaring is something you know next to nothing about.  You are not a hard-nosed profiteer and, unlike many back home  you thoroughly approve of Alexander’s expedition and what he was trying to achieve.  He has liberated many Greek cities from the Persian yoke and opened up new markets in Asia.  He has given all Greeks the chance to experience luxuries undreamt of  since the high days of Athens’ empire.  Although your talents are not those that would bring you military promotion or status, you know that Alexander appreciated them.

Another thing you are good at doing is throwing parties.  Towards the end of Alexander’s life you were able to distract him from his sorrow over the loss of his closest friend by entertaining him royally.  Politics are completely off the agenda at your parties - good wine, excellent entertainment and high class, witty conversation was what Alexander needed and that you were well able to provide.  Although the wine flows freely at your parties, they are not the totally drunken affairs which have remained popular with the more traditional Macedonians.  You entertain your guests with philosophy and high culture gleaned from all corners of Alexander’s new and vast empire.

Unfortunately, Alexander was first taken ill at one of your parties.  He attended another party on the second night of his illness (fevers are common in Babylon and, at that point in time, no one realised this particular fever was going to prove fatal).  Perhaps the good wine you kept freely flowing was not entirely good for hi m.  Who knows?  All you know is that you intended no harm.  However, this means you have to worry about how others might interpret your actions in the light of their own ambition.

All of which would be much less of a worry if it wasn’t for Iollas.  You have been Iollas’ lover more or less since he came out from Macedon about a year ago.  You are not especially homosexual - you never had that kind of relationship before  - but, in the circles in which you currently move, having a male lover is very much the ‘done thing’.  Apart from being good looking, Iollas has an engaging personality and, as the son of Antipater, the Regent of Macedon, his status does you no harm whatsoever.  When he first arrived he seemed rather lost and lonely and you have done all you could to help him fit in.  When Alexander returned to Susa, he made Iollas one of  his personal pages and, indeed, his cup bearer.  Many say Alexander only granted the boy that honour in order to conciliate his father to the loss of his post as Regent.  It was, however, typical of Alexander to give such a position of trust to one of the few men who had reason to resent him.  Not that Iollas did.  Iollas is as much of a fanatical follower of Alexander as any of those who  worshipped him in life and look set to continue to do so in death.  In return for your patronage, Iollas, almost without realising it, he has brought you into contact with many of Alexander’s ‘inner circle’ and, indeed, Alexander himself with whom, towards he end of his life, you enjoyed many a pleasant evening.

The problem now is Iollas’ family.  Alexander recently sent Krateros back to Macedon to take over as Regent and, clearly, Antipater is not at all happy about the loss of his position.  He sent his oldest son, Kassander, to plead his cause at Alexander’s court.  This seemed strange to you as it was clear from the first that there was no love lost between Kassander and Alexander.  Kassander is a first class example of a xenophobic Macedonian boor with less culture than the average Persian peasant has in his little finger.  Furthermore, he hadn’t been in town two minutes before he started bullying poor Iollas quite horribly.  You’ve done what you can to bolster Iollas up but, frankly, there is little you can do about the situation except help your friend forget his troubles.  Worst still, when it became clear that Alexander’s illness was serious, Iollas came to you with this perfectly horrible story.  Apparently  Kassander asked him to slip some nasty looking potion into Alexander’s drink at one of your parties.  Iollas thinks it was poison.  He couldn’t possibly refuse Kassander (who might well have killed him and would, at the very least, arranged to have him discredited and disowned).   But, when Kassander wasn't looking, Iollas says he tipped the poison away where it could do no harm, washed out the container carefully and filled it with wine.  Then he made sure Kassander (and nobody else) saw him tip it into Alexander’s cup.  

Now Iollas is wracked with guilt because he fears he might be, in some way, responsible for Alexander’s death.  You can’t see how he could be and have done your best to reassure him.  The whole situation is very delicate though because, although you believe Iollas’ story, thousands wouldn’t.  And, as you are the boy’s lover and the ‘poisoning’ incident took place in your quarters, things could get extremely awkward for you if there were to be any kind of investigation.  Although, on the plus side, all who know of this have very good reason for keeping it quiet.

Personality and beliefs:

Alexander’s policy of integrating Greek, Macedonian and Persian cultures is very good for trade.  You have every reason to wish it to continue.  If the Macedonians succeed in tearing the empire apart, fighting amongst themselves, you’ll have to start all over again from the beginning.  And where would you do that?  At present you have no firm ideas.  It would be somewhere profitable and, if you could manage it, quiet.

You do not believe in Alexander’s divinity but are prepared to go along with the idea.  You can’t see what harm his Cult does and it helps hold diverse people together.

Although, as a merchant, your prime motive is to turn a profit, you are an honourable man and would not sell out on your friends or principles.  You honestly believed in the rightness of Alexander’s mission.  The fact that it was good for trade was merely a pleasant side-effect of the liberation of the Greek cities.  You can’t deny that you enjoy the good things in life but, at present, you have more pressing matters to think about than how to turn the best profit out of the present situation.  That would be too crass for you anyway - you were genuinely fond of Alexander and mourn his passing.

Aims:

· First and foremost you need to prevent any hint of the ‘poisoning’ incident from spreading.

· You need to cheer Iollas up a bit.  Quite apart from the fact that you hate seeing him so miserable, he might get tempted to ‘confess’ to someone else.

· You need to keep an eye out for Kassander.  You have a feeling he does not have your best interests at heart.

· Niarchos has been a good friend.  You would not let him down if you could help it and certainly not just to make a profit.

· If you can ensure your immediate survival, you need to make your mind up where to take your business.

The others here:

Kassander - He’s everything you dislike about the Macedonians and he makes Iollas miserable.  Strangely, though, he seems to have taken a liking to you, under the impression that you’re a good influence on Iollas.

Iollas - You are his lover - more for the social clout this gives you than for anything erotic.  You are, however, genuinely fond of the lad and would consider it dishonourable to let him down.

Ptolemy - Fair and honourable in his dealings, giving credit where credit is due.  One of  the more reasonable Macedonian Generals.

Niarchos - You own a good proportion of the admiral’s warfleet.  Like Ptolemy he was a close boyhood friend of Alexander’s.  Alexander chose his oldest friends the best.  There is a sense in which Niarchos owes you favours (his fleet would be weaker if you withdrew your support), but you’ve had enough dealings with him to know he would rather sail with half a fleet than compromise his honour.

Zurvan* -  One of Iollas’ best friends amongst the pages.  A likeable enough lad, bright and keen to impress.  One of the ‘inheritors’.

Phrataphernes* - A local merchant.  Peukestes seems to think a lot of him.  He was put in charge of procuring provisions for Alexander’s projected expedition around the Arabian Gulf.  You have no grain yourself.  You tried to buy some but found that most of what was on the market was bad.  Bad grain kills people.  Phrataphernes has, no doubt, got a monopoly on the good stuff.  He has a reputation for honesty but, nonetheless, he is a potential business rival.

Thais - Well past her sell-by date but still an asset at parties.  She’s educated, sophisticated and has slept with more or less everyone who is anyone.  Not you, though and not, as far as you know, Alexander.

