Mazeus:

History:

You are one of the ‘inheritors’, a well born Persian youth who was taken from his family to be given a Greek education in terms of culture and philosophy and Macedonian military training.  Being away from your home and family was hard, at first, but, as both you and your father regarded this as a great opportunity to further the family’s fortunes and your career, you worked hard and soon achieved a degree of excellence in all spheres of your education.  You are one of the best of the best, and justifiably proud of it.

Becoming a warrior was second nature to you.  Your military training at home had hardly begun, so you had no problems adapting to the use of Macedonian equipment.  You had your own horse to take with you - you would have missed him badly if you’d had to keep him at home and everyone knows cavalry are superior to infantry.  The infantry is mostly composed of those who cannot afford to keep their own horses.  So much is true all over the world.  However, your education consisted of much more than this.  Back home all you needed to know was how to ride, shoot a bow and abhor the lie.  Noble Greek warriors are supposed to have a much broader education.  Fortunately (unlike some of your peers, who despised what they saw as unmanly matters) you found Greek philosophy and literature fascinating.  Whilst you are noble Persian to the core and would never sell out on your own culture, you’ve taken your cultural education considerably further than required and, to a certain extent, adopted Greek habits and mannerisms.  Specifically, although the Persians do not despise a man for desiring boys, the relationship tends to be conducted on a purely commercial basis and, often, the prettier boys are castrated to preserve their beauty.  The Greeks, on the other hand, go in for a greater degree of friendship between male lovers - if they take up with a boy they regard his honour as worthy of preservation as their own, they admire him for his manhood (rather than robbing him of it) and do what they can to further his career.  Such was the relationship between Achilles and Patroclus.  Such was the relationship between Alexander and Hephaestion.  The ideal has a great deal of appeal for you and, a couple of years back, whilst still in training, you took up with a slightly younger youth by the name of Zurvan.  The relationship has flourished and you take credit for the fact that Zurvan is shaping up very nicely indeed.  He has been appointed one of the pages and thus has close access to the High King.  He is also in your squadron, which gives you the opportunity to perfect his military training.  Though you do have to be very careful not to show too much favouritism.  That would be bad for him.  Doing him favours now might get him killed in battle later.  Apart from which, it would ruin any attempts you made to discipline your squadron.

Not everyone approves of your relationship with Zurvan.  Despite your best efforts, some of the others are jealous and some feel that you have become rather too Hellenised.  On the whole, though, it is tolerated.  Others, particularly the Macedonians, resent the way you’ve been rapidly promoted.  You know that you have been promoted on your own merits but the fact that you are Persian is, in itself, enough to make some men despise you.  You counter this by the very Greek strategy of striving for excellence in all your endeavours.  That, however, only makes the most xenophobic of them resent you the more.  To some you will always be a ‘barbarian’ apeing civilised habits.  That stings your pride in a manner you find almost intolerable.  One day, though, you will prove yourself.  And then they’ll learn the error of their ways.

Personality and beliefs:

Alexander is divine.  So much is self evident.  And he gave all of you, Greeks, Macedonians and Persians the great gifts of glory in battle and an empire that stretches across more than half of the known world.  Who but a god could do that?

You are a Persian to the core (and a noble Persian, at that), you will not give up your own culture or religion, but you see much that is good and true in Greek culture.  When not in military training, you are studying the philosophers of both cultures, trying to find a way to bring the best in each together, whilst rejecting all that is unworthy of a noble man’s admiration.

You perceive a major difficulty here.  The Persians are waiting for the identity of the next Great King to be announced.  The Macedonians are waiting to elect the next Great King.  Whilst you admire many things in Greek culture, democracy is not one of them.  You can’t see the point in it.  Why should the common man hold sway over the noble?  What has democracy to do with excellence?  No one has ever been able to explain that to you, though several have tried.  However, more immediately, you are aware that the Macedonians might well elect a leader (whether as High King or Regent) who does not approve of the way that Persians, such as yourself, have been integrated into the more prestigious cavalry units.  You could find your own position (for which you have worked hard and honestly) taken away, and there is nothing you can do about it.

Aims: 

· Your prime aim is to prove yourself - to strive for excellence in all things and to have that excellence properly recognised. 

· You remain faithful to Alexander, in Death as in Life.  You remain faithful to Persia and its interests (as you perceive them).  You do not feel bound by any fidelity to Macedon.  That is a far-off and fundamentally savage country.

· You would quite happily follow any High King you recognised as legitimate.  You will quite happily continue to regard Perdikkas as your supreme commanding officer.  But there are men here from whom you would not happily take orders.  And, to a certain extent, you need to wait and see which way the wind is blowing before you decide on a firm course of action.

· You do not want to go to Macedon.  You have reason to believe you would not be fairly treated or properly respected there.

The others here:

Perdikkas - In overall command of the cavalry.  So high above you in rank that you could not claim to know much more than that he is a brilliant strategist and a brave fighter.  He does not fraternise with the lower ranks (as Alexander did).  That seems perfectly correct to you but you know some of the Macedonians resent it.

Peukestes - A great general - personally responsible for saving Alexander’s life in battle.  Additionally he is that very rare thing - a Macedonian with perfect manners.  Zurvan (who gets to see such things) assures you that his behaviour is as impeccably Persian in private, amongst Macedonians as it is in public, amongst the Persian forces he commands.

Kassander - You don’t know him, but Zurvan detests him.  Zurvan would not detest a man without good reason.  Zurvan says he is cruel to his younger brother, Iollas.

Iollas - One of your squadron and friendly with Zurvan.  He is a pleasant and personable young man with very little military talent.  You do what you can to preserve his pride.  He has been looking perfectly miserable since Kassander turned up.

Medius - A rich Corinthian.  Zurvan told you he is Iollas’ lover and a close friend of Alexander.

Ptolemy - Zurvan tells you he is honourable in all his dealings (which is admirable) and kind (which is irrelevant)

Seleukos - Zurvan told you he heard Seleukos was earmarked for rapid promotion.  Well, he’s a general already, though too young to have achieved much yet.  You’ve been trying especially hard to impress him.  The other important generals already have their command structures in place.  There is much to be gained by attaching oneself to a talented general who is rumoured to be on the rise.  

Niarchos - Iollas tells you he is honourable in all his dealings.

Eumenes - Has been very helpful to you in your study of Greek philosophy and literature.  He has recommended readings and even, on occasion, lent you valuable scrolls which you could not have read otherwise.  When he has time to discuss what you have read, you’ve found his views balanced and rational.  He is also a great general.  You admire him.  You even tend to emulate him..

Myron* - Another of the pages in your squadron.  You’re responsible for some of his military training.  He’s a very talented  young man, but addicted to intrigue.  He’s Athenian and excessively proud of it.  He’s almost intolerably arrogant.  And, you believe, he’s a troublemaker - given to stirring up the inevitable jealousies and quarrels amongst the pages.  You have no proof of any trouble he’s made.  You just get that impression.  You certainly can’t act on it.  For a start he’s talented and, for a second thing, if you took action without firm proof it would look as if you were supporting Zurvan against him.  That would never do. 

Oxathres - The brother of the former High King.  He’s your superior officer’s superior officer’s superior officer (therefore you are directly in his line of command).  You would hesitate to approach a man so far above you, but would do anything in your power to impress him.  He is everything a Persian noble should be, and has served faithfully in the Companions and earned himself considerable distinction. 

Zurvan* -  Your lover (Greek style) who has never given you cause to feel ashamed of him.  You must never give him cause to feel ashamed of you.  As one of Alexander’s pages he is an excellent source of information.  He gets to see many important people when they’re off their guard and socialising as private citizens.  He also gets to overhear many secret conversations (though you would never shame him by asking him to reveal the content of these).  He’s shaping up into a competent cavalry officer, though there does seem to be some intense (though basically friendly) competition between him and Myron, the Athenian snob.

Roxane - A true barbarian by both Greek and Persian standards.  She is far too visible.  And gives herself too many airs for one who is the daughter of a mere barbarian chief.  Alexander should not have married her.  If he desired her, he should have taken her as a concubine.

Stateira - Daughter of one High King, wife of another.  Her breeding and behaviour are beyond reproach.

