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>Lifters< 

• Lift, Lift, Vt. - 1, To raise to a higher position; to hoist; to elevate; to raise in spirit; to be murdered in a lift. -vi. To raise; to rise; to commit murder inside an elevator. -n. Act of lifting; assistance; that which is to be raised; an elevator or hoist.

• Lifter, Lift-ér, n. One who Lifts; One who commits murder inside elevators.

• Why does lifting occur?

• The answer to that riddle hangs draped in murky conjecture in a wardrobe in a house that everyone's lost the address to. All we men of science can do is speculate intelligently, and here are those speculations;

• The most common trigger for the first time lifter will be stress. Stress, as we all know, is a fight or flight response we can't react to; like being stuck in traffic or having your boss shout at you. The inside of an elevator can be an irritating, noisy, odorous and claustrophobic environment. It is understandable if a commuter, forced into these metal coffins everyday, one day simply snaps. This is how most lifters st

art their "career". The reasons for continued violence and public , for lack of a better word, adoration are much more complex, and casts not only a reflection on the individual homicider but indeed the state of the human psyche as a whole.

• The lift , viewed as a liminal device, provides more illumination. It is a bridge between places, a limbo. What floor is the lift on? All zones of "non-space", deserts, beaches, the arctic wastes and multi storey carparks test the norms and strictures of societies. Our carefully laid rituals rush out to fill these gaping voids, and get swallowed up and obliterated by them. Lovers can often be found in lifts, people abandon clothes at the beach, explorers scream into deep dark caves.

• The lift in other words represents an urban desert island. These microcosms are worlds unto themselves. The pre-lifter finds him or her self in this undiscovered country, this virgin soil. Like a second visit to the w

omb they have found a retreat. Then the metal doors open, and like a dreaded sail on the horizon all of society walks in, squawking and sweating.

• This is the point where most pre-lifters become lifters. They aren't attacking the defenceless masses. They are defending their country from invasion; this is my womb, and how dare you chatter on that mobile phone in here! One can only imagine the godlike euphoria when they wipe out the invaders. The feeling of standing your ground and gaining sweet crimson for your efforts. Lifters achieve apotheosis through divine wrath. Having defended your territory once, could you really go back to sharing it? Lifters can't.

"Going down? you will be..." - Yo Yo

• Lifters - Classification.

• ( A note on classification; the titles for these splinter groups were devised long before it became necessary for a detailed study of the Lifter phenomenon, and therefore are taken directly from what the media dubbed them. Therefore the literal me


aning of their titles, YoYo, wannabe, etc., are not to be taken as psychological opinions. )

• Type A - The "YoYo". On the 21st of september 2009 Robert Johnson, A.K.A. Yo Yo, became homicidal in an elevator in Vancouver, Canada. Although evidence of "lifting" can be traced all the way back to the scaffolds surrounding the unbuilt pyramids, Yo Yo for all intents and purposes was the first lifter as we recognise the term today. He ended 36 people in 5 separate attacks on that fateful day. All Lifters look up to him as a Pioneer God and many Lifters copy his general aesthetic and philosophy. Favoured weapons are never exotic, steak, butcher and carpet knives are all standard issue. They favour short, efficient, frenzied attacks. The point of the endeavour for a YoYo is to kill as many people as possible. Yo Yo was employed as an assistant auditor general. At the time of publication in and around 3250 people have been killed by lifters.
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• Type B - The "Ironist". The Ironist rep

resents a more premeditated form of lifter. They usually dress very formally, mimicking the styles of the high end management they target. Most of them juxtapose their finery with garish masks or make up, both usually leaning towards the psycho-sexual in motif. They favour messy, elaborate weapons chosen for animal savagery and cruelty. Mass produced power tools are a favourite, they have the added advantage of familiarity; their prey have seen these implements of destruction before and have in the past secretly imagined suffering or inflicting what's about to happen to them, thus increasing the terror. The Ironist is usually into the quality of a kill as opposed to quantity. They take their time killing you.
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• Type C - The "Wannabe". The Wannabe Lifter (or Hardcore, as they refer to themselves) comprise the youngest and largest group of Lifters. They represent nearly total premeditation, a 20 year old simply doesn't have the time, psychology speaking, t
o gather the necessary pressure to naturally and uncontrollably start lifting. Wannabes put a huge amount of effort into personal appearance and style, being the most, or at least second most, visually interesting form of Lifter. Title aside, the media love them. Whenever there is a security camera mounted in a lift, a Wannabe will purposely gear the action to the cameras advantage. They favour brutal, sometimes homemade weapons that become signature items. They employ elaborate fighting styles that engender dramatic finishing moves and maximum possible gore. While an Ironist sets out to cause as much pain as possible, the Wannabe sets out to make as much mess as possible. They are as a rule deeply insecure about their credibility. Most of them paint their nails. Black.

[image: image6.wmf][image: image7.wmf]
• Type D - The "loon". The Loon represents the tail end of the lifter life-cycle. When a lifters career reaches a point where they want out but can't be stopped, they usually take things into

 their own hands. The Loon wants to be stopped, they know that their current spiral can only end in their destruction, so they make it easier for them to be apprehended. A Loons dress will always scream “look at me and shoot straight you bastards!”. Loons dressed as Elvis, a chicken, a dolphin, Dracula and even a Dalek have all been recorded. Their weapons have been known to include spoons, rolling pins, a toaster and even live shrews. What they desire is a padded cell. What they usually get is a media frenzy, the representatives of which along with the Lifters own people usually conspire to keep the Loon in circulation and operation. They make excellent T.V.
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• The participants.

• Equally as important as the lifters themselves is the way these hunters perceive their prey. There is an ever growing number of Lifter websites, and like all established subcultures it has its own lexicon. Part of that lexicon is the terminology used for the vict
ims, namely; Hoi , Suits and Norms.
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• Hoi (Hoi Polloi); Lifter culture has adopted the term to include the entire stinking mass of the unthinking classes. If our theories about Lifter birth have any truth in them, then Hoi are responsible for most of the insanity. In an elevator, where mutual respect for your fellow passenger is a must, Hoi find the worst place to exhibit their characteristics. Their natural garishness, rudeness and volume make them the most likely cause and victim of lifting. It is the lifters hatred of Hoi  (especially by YoYo lifters) that makes them so popular amongst the website making classes.

• Suits; The suit wearing classes are the Ironists splatter of choice. The Ironist simultaneously depends on the Suit to maintain his or her existence while destroying the suits where ever they may find them.

 In today's spiralling out of control world the upper end business person is never idle. Even on a simple trip to the water cooler or toilet a deal will negotiated via tooth-phone or head-set “laptop”. It is this incessant connection to the outside world that the Ironist despises. The elevator is a quite place, a between point to catch breath in. Suits destroy this the moment they enter a lift. If there is group of them... The Ironist represents an individual who snapped at intrusion. Can you really feel much sorrow for someone who failed to notice the man putting on the gimp mask behind him because he was too busy shouting into his tooth?

• Norms (also known as Civ's); This is the group that especially comprises the unspecial. As has already been explained, when a Lifter multicides they are psychologically laying waste to society. The logic therefore follows that for an accurate portrayal of that society to have been killed, a broad cross section of peoples must be layi

ng dead on the floor. Since Class C consists mostly of overgrown adolescents, it is this group which is most likely to target a group exactly because they are no one in particular ( They are no-one, therefore they are everyone). It is these attacks which catch the public eye most. Curiously, the public seems to empathise equally with both the lifter and their victims, with both Lifter and survivor rising to super-stardom if good footage exists.

• Lift Combat.

• As human history marches forward relentlessly, we as a people forget or abandon old ways and adopt and develop new ones. Take for instance the professional online role player, AKA the "Player". The concept of actually earning a living by playing a computer game would be totally alien at the turn of the millennium, yet today thousands of Players are paying ultra high rates of health insurance because their occupation has been dubbed by doctors as "the widow maker" (a dry joke, as most die single). Lift Combat is an emerging beast.
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• While no formal school teaches this art noveaux, scores of websites can be found detailing the technicalities of close quarter slicing. Some sites refer to Lift combat as "Lift-kata" or "Lift-fu". A growing ring even gives it the elegant monicker of "elevation". This martial art very closely resembles a formalised sport; it has a fixed playing area, a definite goal, a time limit and even judges who dissect the action afterwards (Media).

•A wealth of lingo has spawned in and around the act of Lift slaughter;

• WEIGHTS - people riding in the elevator.

• BLEEDERS - people injured during lifting.

• DEAD WEIGHTS - people killed during lifting.

• ZONE - the floor space in a lift.

• THE BUTTONS - the control panel for the lift.

• THE GATE - the doors of the lift.

• PEEPER - a security camera, if present.

• STOPPER - the emergency stop button, if present.

• GROPER - someone who tries to grab the lifter.

• BRONSON - a weight wh

o is skilled or lucky enough to actually injure or pose a threat to the Lifter.

• HERO HATCH - the imaginary escape hole in an elevators roof that weights sometimes look for.

• Spatial concerns; by its very nature the activity inside a lift will be very tight, so the following precepts of Lift combat are of pertinence.

• Once a lifter starts, the weights will either; 1/ try to take down the Lifter, 2 / hit the door open button, 3/ pry the doors open physically. To try and minimise the chance of the later two occurring it is important that the Lifter position themselves in front of buttons, facing inwards towards the weights. This will deny the weights access to the buttons, give reasonable cover to the gate and remove the threat of a groper accosting the Lifter from behind.

• The worst possible place to start lifting from is always the exact middle of the Zone, in the middle of a crowd of weights. This tempts weights to be be Grope

rs, Gropers to be Bronsons and lets others get away.

• Lifter Culture.

• With 9 billion people living on the planet, the chances are you can find a group with similar interests. Lifter "groupie's" outnumber lifters 100 - 1, and it is these that provide the Lifters with their safe house, living costs and other supplies in the form of web site membership fee's. The actual makers and maintainers of the Site will form the staff of the House, with the one in charge being known tentatively as the "Lifter Pimp".

• In the wake of Richard Bransons "operation MoonBeam" most safe houses are fully paid up Consular offices to the local Lunar embassy. If a lifter has enough sponsorship they will sign up as a Lunar citizen, with a few very opulent Lifters and Lifter Pimps becoming fully paid up Lunar Diplomats. This stops authorities raiding the House directly. No one can forget what happened to the former republic of France after the Paris embassies were raided, the effects of

 Bransons orbital dirty bombs are still being dealt with even today.

• A Lifter House will typically house between 3 - 6 Lifters. Although the different classes don't mix well (Particularly Ironist and Wannabe), a representative of each Class will usually be present. As most Houses broadcast live on the internet having variety is important, also the Groupie's find the personality clashes entertaining.

• Months can go by without a Lifter feeling the urge to Lift. These are spent lounging, watching T.V., doing interviews with minor celebrities, attending conventions, "training" (homeless people), arranging sponsorship deals, and selling used items over ebay. Wannabe's often have a sideline trying to work in the music industry, but it's not often a successful one. The Ironist Henry Avonshire has quite a successful line of video games based on his exploits.

• Eventually though the urge to lift will return to the lifter, a nagging realisat

ion that their true home lies outside undefended and ravaged by the unclean masses, so they sally forth to rescue the elevator nation once more. Lifters living together will often synchronise, and go Lifting on the same day at the same time in different parts of the same city. Lifters share lifts rarely, as most find the adrenaline high too much to tell the difference between friend or foe.

• When it comes to relationships, most Lifters don't have an interest beyond Carnal supremacy. While Prostitutes and Porn stars often make pay-per-view appearances in Lifter Houses, there has only ever been one recorded case of "Lifter Love", between a pair of wannabes called Lucretia and Raziel, now retired somewhere in Russia. Like all people who get a positive stimulus from hyper-violence, Lifters are often deficient when it comes to affection and the understanding thereof. The Profile of the Lifter remains, 

like all of societies Predators, predominantly white male, 18 - 35, who wasn't hugged enough as a child.
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• Billy Connolly.

• On the 29th of July 2010 Yo Yo did an interview with Oprah via Satellite. At one point Oprah asked him the now famous question; "Is there anything in this world that makes you happier than killing people in elevators?". A long thoughtful silence followed and yo-yo responded; "Billy Connolly". This earned him a round of applause and some laughs, and since then Lifters like Billy. Discs of this elderly and quaint funny mans performances are always found in Lifter Houses. Sometimes they are still in the original packaging, the having is more important then the watching. Under cover police attend every Billy Connoly gig, and the Elevator security at those venues is always huge. They needn't bother though, there is a definite "no-go" policy surrounding Billy, and by extension his fans.

• In 2014 a group of Escalators crashed a Billy Connoly perfor

mance and tried to assault him on stage. Various pointy bits of metal were thrown from the audience and three of the four were killed instantly. The fourth tried to escape backstage, but the only route available was an elevator. He was never found. Billy Connolys official line on Lifters is; "You People Disgust Me!" and while this was defiantly not said in jest this is the way the Lifter community have taken it.

• Elevator “Music”.
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• Who would have thought, at the turn of the Millennium, that the link between music and violence would be drawn in such an unlikely place? The Panpipe, not the "Gangsta Rapper" would be the bad influence the government would be forced to prohibit?

• Lift "Muzak" has a different psychological significance for the proto or Pre-Lifter then it has for the advanced stages of Lifter. In the beginning it acts as a catalyst. The key things that cause a lifter to “become” all revolve around the idea of perceived personal space. Muzak, coupled with in

ane chatter and phone squawkage, creates an unbearable cacophony. The passenger loses control and a Lifter is born.

• After the carnage, when the lifter is riding the adrenaline high of the blood letting, they hear the music, and an association is drawn. Lift music is only heard inside Lifts, Lifters only kill inside lifts. Pavlov's Dog gets a playmate. It has been recorded that Yo Yo's adrenal and testosterone responses are triggered when Muzak is played for him if it is possessed of a particular awfulness.

• A Note On Related Subcultures.

• Since Lifting began it has become entangled with a number of similarly orientated sub cultures.

For instance, the Media has always taken Lifters seriously, while the superficially similar group, Escalators, have always been shunted to one side as a pack of crazy people. The enmity between the two reached crisis point in the wake of the Connolly incident, after which several open street battles occu

rred between the two groups.

• Escalators; this group spawned in the shopping mall. While Lifters can be said to be responding to an unbearable stress, Escalators reasons can be said to be a blunt act of teenage rebellion. They go down escalators, the wrong way. They murder anyone that gets in their way. They create chaos, a tripped up mound of fallen bodies desperately trying to get out of the way. Lifters regard them as messy, the escalation is too undefined for the Lifters sense of sport. During escalation people just jump off the escalator and if they can't the maximum the Escalator has to contend with is two people at a time. Escalators use slashing weapons like katanas and Scythes. Their dress style veers towards the comic book villain, like a Wannabe but “trying too hard”.
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• Boschkämpfung; originally a German "sport", it is rumoured that it has an international league these days. Basically, two fighters enter a pit and only one emerges, the quirk of this death sport is that they use power 

tools. It has an official stadium in Kazakhstan, the only country where it's legal. A few Ironists go on to become Boschkämpfers, a few Boschkämpfers become lifters for a while. There are often unofficial sponsorship deals with various tool companies. Bosch nearly got in trouble for their short lived line of "extra safe" tools. They were fitted with knuckle guards and instant reverse along with quick blade eject and replace features, in other words, they were made to fight with as opposed to work with. They were taken off the market, but even used ones are still highly sought after on ebay.

• Costumes; always present throughout history, this random group of vigilantes has grown considerably with the increase in murder culture. Although equally violent themselves and sometimes indiscriminate in who they punish, the Publics interest in them is, at least, equal to Lifters. They have the same social set up as Lifters, safe houses and webs

ites, saving they have no truck with Branson and his Lunar state, who they understandably view as the ultimate supervillian. They get by without diplomatic immunity on the grounds that the police don't really want to catch them that badly. Their failing is that they don't try to model themselves on a police force unhindered by legality. They try to emulate the comic books they got initial inspiration from. Very often in a Costumes past will be a failed application to the police force or the military, and it will be usually be failed on psychological grounds. Lifters and costumes clash on occasion, with ratings of both Lifter and Costume Sites going through the roof during these skirmishes. Often these conflicts will be arranged by a secret meeting between Lifter Pimp and Costume Pimp without the Lifters or Costumes knowledge.

• An Interview with Yo-Yo
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• As conducted by MTV's Ashton Kutcher on the 18th of December 2011 via webcam;

A; So, who gave you the name Yo Yo anyway?

YY; Can't remember, can't 

remember much from before I was interesting.

A; You mean you were called that before you went mental?

YY; Yeah, I used to be in the lifts all the time, bringing stuff everywhere.

A; Man, if you hated lifts so much why didn't you just quit?

YY; HATE LIFTS? HATE LIFTS? I love lifts Ashton, I love them like nothing else this earth has ever spat out...

A; Calm down there a little ace, if you like lifts so much why'd you go nuts?

YY; People. I love lifts, I hate the people in them. I live for the moment after their gone, I like helping them leave...

A; So, how's your treatment coming along... ?

YY; Well, their not so much tryna fix me as keep me locked up...

A; That sucks man...

YY; NO, No, no, I like it here...

A; Really?

YY; Yeah, they've moved my cubicle into an old service elevator, when it was my birthday they filled it with inflated sex dolls and let me destroy them with a plastic spoon...

A; Was that cool?

YY; Yeah, well I prefer a death rattle to the hiss of esc

aping air personally, but "beggars can't be choosers" etc. Sometimes they play tapes of Muzak for me that my fans send.

A; Yeah, about them... What do you think of them?

YY; Well, it's all a bit of harmless fun, isn't it?

A; <pause> Not even slightly...

YY; They write me lots of letters, I read them all, I'm not allowed write back...

A; Do you have any advice for people who don't want to get killed by your fans?

YY; hmmmm... take the stairs.

• Lifting, some advice if you start.

• Let us not get into the minutia of right and wrong, you've just slaughtered a lift full of your peers. It would serve no point whatsoever to do anything other than explain your options to you.

The choices are as follows; 1/ Run the risk of being gunned down but stay emancipated, 2/Join Yo Yo in the big house.

• If you do choose to surrender put your arms in the air and make sure your hands are empty. Stand in an open area, someone will be along to collect you presently.

• If you do choose to escap

e the following should be considered;

- Did the lift have a peeper? If the lift was in your workplace or the lift had a security camera you will have to wear a mask on any future outings as they will be able to find out who you are.

- If the lift had a peeper ready yourself to confront security guards on the way out. Even if you can't see them they're probably waiting to jump you as soon as you emerge. Don't worry, you can do it, the security industry is an underpaid one, you will have your freedom on the line, you will fight harder than them.

- Stay Alert! the Adrenaline can leave you feeling intoxicated and has to be paid for with a crash at some point so be careful.

- When you get to the street ditch everything you were wearing that you don't need and find or ste

al more clothes. Any clothes will do, nothing attracts unwanted attention like blood.

- Change your hair. If at all possible change it immediately. If you wear glasses remove them, if you don't buy a pair of shades.

- Stay Cool. A person acting strangely will attract attention at the best of times. It is definitely not the best of times. Go sit on a bench until your heart rate returns to normal.

- Don't go home. Go to an ATM and extract as much money as possible. Then visit www.goingupbaby.com to arrange a rendezvous with a runner in the local Lifter House. This will usually require a vid phone so find a sex shop with private booths.

- Once you get to a safe house do

n't try to contact anyone you used to know without the permission of your Hosts. They make websites for a living, they will know how to do what you want without the possibility of being traced. If you attempt to make a call without their knowledge you will probably be evicted as well as endangering the House.

- If you used a particular brand of implement and there was a peeper in the lift, contact the company quickly to discuss sponsorship (they may even pay you not to use their brand etc.).

- You will be spending the next few months indoors. If you don't like porn learn to knit, it also increases dexterity, and your creations no matter how bad, will be bought on ebay.
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