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The Executive Office of the President
The White House 

Washington, D.C. 20500

March 4, 2011

EXECUTIVE OFFICE MEMO NO. 2011-459

TO:  Mary Nemeth, Assistant to the President for Speechwriting and Policy Advisor 
SUBJECT: Summary of Talking Points for White House Staff meeting regarding Connor On-Air Comments  

1. Purpose: This document summarizes the points your office staff has developed and the results of your staff meeting this afternoon.  This includes in-game and metagame comments, produced in the format below.  Metagame elements are italicized.
2. Biographical Summary: 
Prior to working for President Kent, Ms. Nemeth worked for Secretary of Commerce Mickey Kantor as Deputy Chief of Staff and White House Liaison. 

From 2000-2004, Nemeth served as Policy Director and Campaign Speechwriter to James Kent 

From 2004-2008, Ms. Nemeth practiced law at the Washington, D.C. law firm of Stepton & Johnston, LLP. 

Nemeth's career was heavily promoted by James Kent, and the two have been close. She was one of a handful of intimates constantly in Kent's prescence during two difficult Senate races, criss-crossing the state and working late into the night. 

It is an ill-kept secret that the First Lady detests Nemeth, to the extent that Nemeth seldom travels aboard Air Force One if the First Lady is to be present. There has been talk she may return to private practice, though the President clearly values her as a staff member.

Ms. Nemeth received her J.D. from Harvard Law School in 1993 and her B.A. from the University of Ohio in 1990. 

Factions: 
Within the White House Staff there are several tacitly acknowledge "factions."  Obviously these groups have to cooperate and get along to get things done, but they have rivalries and disagreements.  

Kent and Russo have denied any factionalization.  The President said:  "We have people working on Legislative initiatives which are very important to me, and we have people working on the PR and re-election and that's important to me and the Vice President as well.  Now you know sometimes those interests are going to clash, and that's what we have a staff and procedures for.  I think they work pretty well."  And in truth there is not bitter fighting in the White House yet.  But the Tessier Scandal could make small rifts into large ones.

President's Faction:  President Kent is a powerful man with a strong Legislative background.  You are a supporter of the President.  You were involved with him sexually during his Campaign, but broke off your involvement when rumors started to fly.  The relationship is "safe" as he knows that you would not confess to it.  It is a weak link that you told Shari Yocius about it at one point.  That was probably unwise but you needed someone to confide in.  You need to make sure that Yocius is with you on not talking and hasn't told anyone else.

You feel Kent is a good man, and wants what's best for America.  You began an affair with him because he was attractive and powerful, but also because you saw him as lonely and isolated, with a trophy wife who nearly hates him, prevented from divorcing because of his position.  You still think very well of him.
Vice President's Faction:  as an ex-Governor, Russo had more experience in organizing an Executive Staff than Kent, and exercised a lot of influence on the organization of the White House Staff.  This has led to a certain partisanship.  The key player in this is O'Sullivan.  While he was initially very close to Kent, he has a background with Russo.  As Athey and O'Sullivan became more distant, and O'Sullivan pressed for more control, he has been seen as growing more distant from Kent, and has polarized to Russo.  The OSI has been sardonically referred to as the "Russo Re-Election Committee."  At the same time the OSI is incredibly valuable to Kent, and cutting O'Sullivan out would marginalize his chances at Re-election in 2012. 

First Lady's Faction:  There are a few individuals who are not strictly lined up with Kent or Russo.  Those close to the First Lady tend to support her domestic agenda, and tend to be somewhat more supportive of Russo and O'Sullivan, but their support can vary from situation to situation.

The First Lady

Margaret Fitzpatrick is a wreck.  She is badly addicted to Xanax, and that is probably all that is keeping her from having a public nervous breakdown.  She is suspicious of the President, and believed he was having an affair with Mary Nemeth.  She and Kent have not been intimate since his first term as Governor.  She has considered divorce, but is under immense pressure not to divorce a sitting President.  She dreads the re-election campaign and will be a tremendous liability on the Campaign Trail.  Just getting her to minimal public appearances is a challenge, she increasingly behaves like a depressive and drug addict, sleeping most of the time, missing meetings and social events.  Fortunately her breeding as a Fitzpatrick is sufficient that when she can get out she exerts a fairly magnetic pull on people.

Geri Tessier 
At the Kennedy Center this January, Actress Geri Tessier accepted a Presidential Medal of Freedom on behalf of her deceased father, Four time Oscar Winning Actor Gene Tessier, for his work with the Gene and Francis Tessier Cancer Foundation.

Geri Tessier was born in Los Angeles, but her father, actor Gene Tessier was a friend of John Fitzpatrick Sr., the first Lady's father.  In fact it's pretty widely known that John Fitpatrick, Gene Tessier, and Eddie Fisher all had at least one mistress in common in Las Vegas.  Geri Tessier knows Margaret Fitzpatrick very well, and while younger the two count as "childhood friends."  Geri Tessier is a child of Gene's third marriage, to actress Rona Marr.

The Kents saw Geri Tessier several times when he was a Senator.  If Kent was sleeping with you, he probably had sex with Geri. He began pushing her on their social list because she was "good for Margaret," but the FLOTUS was largely indifferent to her.  That was shortly after you and he cooled off, so he was probably desperate.  Maybe you should have kept things going, but there were too many eyes watching.

He's had fewer and fewer outlets as his world was constrained by the Presidency.  He couldn't be alone with anyone new long enough to seduce them, other than an intern, and we all know how badly that worked out for Clinton.  He had standing with Geri and she probably didn't require much coaxing.  It may be the first time in two years he'd had sex at all.
On  October 23, 2010, President Kent attended a Democratic Fundraiser in San Francisco, hosted by Jon Bon Jovi and Diane Feinstein.  The Fundraiser was a high profile public appearance for the Mid-Term Elections.  Geri Tessier attended the fundraiser and was on the guest list. Following the fundraiser the President entertained several high profile guests in his hotel suite.  The heir to the Hammel Meat-Packing Fortune, a Westwood One Executive, two Hollywood Studio Executives, and Ms. Tessier.  There were rumors among the staff that the President spent time alone with Ms. Tessier.
Information Points
You are pretty sure that denying the affair will be a disaster.  People will talk, and as they pry back into the visits Tessier made when Kent was Senator, there will be questions asked.  There may not be proof, but if Connor can force anyone to testify there will be overwhelming suspicion.  Information about you may come out too.  You suspect that whatever the consequences, taking it on the chin may be what's best for Kent in the long run.  Of course you can't tell anyone why you are so certain that Kent was involved with Tessier.  Because that would require making them privy to the fact that you were involved with Kent, and that's a bad idea.
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