Corporal John MacRory
Back home in Karachi, it's Jill MacRory. Your family has been in India for three generations; you have relatives on the board of the East India Company and in the echelons of the British Army. Your brother John was supposed to uphold the honour and reputation of the family.

He fled to China and its opium dens.

The shame threatened to destroy your whole family. Your widowed father, in particular, was ruined by John's addiction. Every night, you listened to his drunken rantings about how John had failed and betrayed him. Finally, you could take no more. You had always been strong and tall for your gender; you and John were close enough to be twins. You took your brother's uniform and papers and left the house in Karachi and became Corporal John MacRory. It was a spur-of-the-moment impulse, brought on by frustration and sorrow.

However, it seems that news of John's vanishing had bee reported to the command in Calcutta. You were sent north on a secret expedition, into the mountains. To preserve the MacRory honour, you have maintained your deception, but it has grown harder and harder. If you can just make it back from this mission alive and undiscovered, the whole thing will be over.
It's becoming easier and easier to see why John fled this life.

Roleplaying Notes: Scared but proud, Jill is determined to uphold her family's honour and tradition of service to the army. She might actually have the temperament and toughness to do this if she were born a hundred years later, but the Indian frontier in the 19th century is no place for a woman. 
The Others:

Captain George Morley: The commander of the expedition. Apparently, there's a kingdom called Leng that Morley is supposed to negotiate a treaty with.
Doctor Brydon: You saved his life from a rockfall five days into the journey. You suspect he suspects you of being a woman, but so far has said nothing.
Corporal Green: The other soldier. Watch him and copy what he does. 
Howard Latimer: British explorer and something of a scoundrel. 
Anita Nizam: Latimer's guide. At least you're not the only woman here, but you've been unable to speak to Anita for long and so you know little of her.
