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The Executive Office of the President
The White House 

Washington, D.C. 20500

March 4, 2011

EXECUTIVE OFFICE MEMO NO. 2011-459

TO:  Dana Power, Assistant to the President and Director of Communication 
SUBJECT: Summary of Talking Points for White House Staff meeting regarding Connor On-Air Comments  

1. Purpose: This document summarizes the points your office staff has developed and the results of your staff meeting this afternoon.  This includes in-game and metagame comments, produced in the format below.  Metagame elements are italicized.
2. Biographical Summary: 
Dana Power was born in Fall River, Massachusetts, and grew up in Cleveland, Ohio, child the descendant of Italian immigrants and a father tracing his ancestry back to the pilgrims. Power's parents followed the Congregationalist faith, and Power, whose father was a United Church of Christ Minister, considered the pulpit. 

Power received a bachelor's degree from Columbia in 1982, earning disctinctions as a Truman Scholar and member of Phi Beta Kappa and graduating Summa Cum Laude with a degree in political science.

Power's father had always wanted one of his children to become a lawyer, if not a preacher and Power considered Law School, initially taking a job with Congressman DiGiardino, and serving as an aide in Washington, D.C. On a second application Power was accepted for a Rhodes scholarship. While at Oxford, Power earned a master's degree in theology at Balliol College. 

Power was, along with George Stephanopoulos, and James Carville, a leading member of the 1992 Clinton campaign, later, serving was promoted to Senior Advisor on Policy and Strategy. 

After leaving the White House, Power became a political analyst for media giant CBC's Washington News, as a correspondent on the CBC Sunday talk program This Week, World News Tonight, Good Morning America, and various special broadcasts. In September 2002, Power became host of Washington Week. In December 2005, CBC News offically named Power Chief Washington Correspondent. 

Power returned to the White House at the request of Vice President Russo and the First Lady, with whom the Power family has a warm personal relationship, in the early days of the Kent White House. Power gets along well with Athey, but there is some friction between Power and O'Sullivan, with hallway accusations that Power is more loyal to the DNC than the President and is looking toward a Cabinet appointment or even Vice Presidency under Russo, after 2012. 

During the first few months of the administration Power often talked to the press directly leading Judith Kanheman to being seen as somewhat of a "pretender," however several missteps by Power, including his involvement in Corbin's PAFTA flap caused Kanheman to be brought more to the forefront.

Power's "Washington insider" contacts with the Press and News media friends clash with O'Sullivan's grass roots campaigns which often circumvent the established channels. 

Office of the Press Secretary


Is responsible for carrying out the Communications of the Whitehouse in regards to the Press. While the Office of Communications establishes the tone and content of Communications, the Office of the Press Secretary actually carries out much of the day to day Communication on behalf of the Whitehouse. The Office of the Press Secretary is less about long-range policy and more about what we are going to say tomorrow.

Options:

You need to come up with a long term strategy for how to deal with the accusations.

One option that seems appealing is to see if anyone can get Senator Dawes to lean on Connor to shut up and not push this matter.  If he doesn't push for an investigation and whip the hyenas in the House up, then this can go a lot closer to nowhere.  It will be a cloud, but not a storm.  

Dawes will want something in return, and you don't know what that would be.

Deny the relationship:  This would make confessing further down the line harder. It's a conceivable strategy if there is either no real relationship, or the relationship definitely cannot be proven.  You are more concerned with the long range strategy than the short term strategy.  This may well be the first move, but in the long run you have to be headed in a direction – admission or refutation.

Play for time and refuse comment:  This creates a near certainty that the President slept with Tessier, but lays the basis for eventually coming out with the story without the President being accused of lying.

Make a virtual admission of guilt:  The President could admit guilt by saying something like "any issues between myself and Ms. Tessier are private to her, myself and the First Lady."  There would still be plenty of questions, but for all practical purposes the President would be admitting he had sex with Tessier.  

Geri Tessier

It's pretty widely known that John Fitpatrick, Gene Tessier, and Eddie Fisher all had at least one mistress in common in Las Vegas.  Geri Tessier knows Margaret Fitzpatrick very well, and while younger the two count as "childhood friends."  Geri Tessier is a child of Gene's third marriage, to actress Rona Marr.
You need to find out which way she is going to jump, and that means finding out who can get in contact with her, and get a direct story.  And fast.
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