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The Executive Office of the President
The White House 

Washington, D.C. 20500

March 4, 2011

EXECUTIVE OFFICE MEMO NO. 2011-459

TO:  Colleen Ryan, Deputy Assistant to the President and Chief of Staff to the First Lady 

SUBJECT: Summary of Talking Points for White House Staff meeting regarding Connor On-Air Comments  

1. Purpose: This document summarizes the points your office staff has developed and the results of your staff meeting this afternoon.  This includes in-game and metagame comments, produced in the format below.  Metagame elements are italicized.
2. Purpose: 

Colleen Ryan was born in Lexington, Massachusetts, and her family are close friends of the First Lady.

Colleen Ryan currently serves as Deputy Assistant to the President and Chief of Staff to the First Lady, where she oversees the day to day activities of Ms. Fitzpatrick’s office. Ms. Fitzpatrick’s offices include Social, Projects/Policy, Press, Correspondence, Scheduling, Speechwriting, and Advance. Mrs. Ryan also provides guidance on the issues in which Ms. Fitzpatrick is involved, including the ChildFIRST initiative, Defense of Literacy Act, international women’s issues, and education, as well as White House social functions. 

Ms. Ryan is known to be dating Brett Newbanks, and there are rumors of their engagement. As they work in separate offices, and are both valuable staffers, there has been no major negative reactions, though in practice they often work together, and there have been some mumblings about propriety. 

Ms. Ryan suggested she might leave for the public sector, however she was asked explicitly to stay. The First Lady trusts her very strongly and it is felt she is one of the few people who can "keep Margaret Fitzpatrick under control."

Ms. Ryan previously served as Senior Advisor in the State Department's Bureau of International Organizations. Prior to that appointment, she served as Senior Advisor to the Secretary and White House Liaison at the State Department. Before joining the State Department, Mrs. Ryan was Special Assistant to the President for White House Management, where she oversaw six operational units in direct support of the President, First Lady and White House staff. From 1992-96, she served in the Clinton Administration as Director of White House Personnel. Mrs. Ryan received her bachelor's degree in International Studies from the University of Connecticut and took an M.A. from Radcliffe. 

Factions: 
Within the White House Staff there are several tacitly acknowledge "factions."  Obviously these groups have to cooperate and get along to get things done, but they have rivalries and disagreements.  

Kent and Russo have denied any factionalization.  The President said:  "We have people working on Legislative initiatives which are very important to me, and we have people working on the PR and re-election and that's important to me and the Vice President as well.  Now you know sometimes those interests are going to clash, and that's what we have a staff and procedures for.  I think they work pretty well."  And in truth there is not bitter fighting in the White House yet.  But the Tessier Scandal could make small rifts into large ones.

President's Faction:  President Kent is a powerful man with a strong Legislative background  
Vice President's Faction:  as an ex-Governor, Russo had more experience in organizing an Executive Staff than Kent, and exercised a lot of influence on the organization of the White House Staff.  This has led to a certain partisanship.  The key player in this is O'Sullivan.  While he was initially very close to Kent, he has a background with Russo.  As Athey and O'Sullivan became more distant, and O'Sullivan pressed for more control, he has been seen as growing more distant from Kent, and has polarized to Russo.  The OSI has been sardonically referred to as the "Russo Re-Election Committee."  At the same time the OSI is incredibly valuable to Kent, and cutting O'Sullivan out would marginalize his chances at Re-election in 2012.  
First Lady's Faction:  There are a few individuals who are not strictly lined up with Kent or Russo.  Those close to the First Lady tend to support her domestic agenda, and tend to be somewhat more supportive of Russo and O'Sullivan, but their support can vary from situation to situation.  You have severe personality issues with the First Lady.

Information Points

The First Lady

Margaret Fitzpatrick is a wreck.  She is badly addicted to Xanax, and that is probably all that is keeping her from having a public nervous breakdown.  She is suspicious of the President, and believed he was having an affair with Mary Nemeth.  She and Kent have not been intimate since his first term as Governor.  She has considered divorce, but is under immense pressure not to divorce a sitting President.  She dreads the re-election campaign and will be a tremendous liability on the Campaign Trail.  Just getting her to minimal public appearances is a challenge, she increasingly behaves like a depressive and drug addict, sleeping most of the time, missing meetings and social events.  Fortunately her breeding as a Fitzpatrick is sufficient that when she can get out she exerts a fairly magnetic pull on people.
She talks constantly about her husband's affairs.  She believes he was involved with Mary Nemeth, and she knows enough that you think that might be true. She also thinks that her husband was involved with Marcia Mandi, and you are pretty sure that's bunk.  The only reason she doesn't hate you is that you are dating Brett Newbanks, and she considers you "safe."  She says her husband slept with Geri Tessier, that she knew it, went to bed and let them.  She says "fuck him" in regards to her husband a lot.  Most people have no idea how much she hates Kent.  


She's talked a lot about her father.  Her father cheated on her mother and hung around with people like Gene Tessier and Eddie Fisher.  She knows Geri Tessier and doesn't really like her, but she's a Fitzgerald and pretends to because that's what you do with social equals, and Geri is fairly close to an equal.

All she really wanted to be was First Lady, and now she hates it.  She had some freedom as a Senator's wife, but now she has none, and being widely admired does not make her happy.  

You keep her under control with Xanax.  She's addicted and takes more than she's allowed.  Your boyfriend, Brett Newbanks gets you the pills from a pharmacy somewhere, under his name.  He passes them off to you, and you keep them hidden, and pass them off to the First Lady.  You don't make entries in the pill log.  The President knows about this and occasionally reminds you by saying "she's already had one," as if he's afraid you might forget not to write it down.  You keep careful track.  The Pill Log is pristine if it ever needed to be shown to the Press, but some staffers like Petzold know the First Lady takes more than she's prescribed.

She would not hold up well if forced to give testimony.  She couldn't keep her stories straight even if she tried to lie.  She'd need tremendous help from Counsel not to blurt out everything.
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