High Crimes and Misdemeanors - Overview
Events of the Day: 
5:55 AM EDT - The Drudge Report releases a rumor that seated President James Kent recently conducted an affair with a prominent Hollywood actress. Kent is currently in Mexico, and is scheduled to appear in San Francisco at an ASNE Luncheon and is already enroute.
3:50 PM EDT - In a Rayburn Building Press Conference following a House Judiciary Committee Meeting, Representative Mark Conner (R-Indiana) responds to a question from a credentialed reporter saying that he "has information" which "leads him to question whether or not" Kent may be guilty of "impropriety" for his use of government assets in regards to the affair. 
5:25 PM EDT - President Kent departs LAX aboard Air Force One. He will arrive at Andrews AFB at 9:48 PM and face questions which will almost certainly lead the 11 O'clock National News.
4:40 PM EDT - Rep. Conner's quote is repeated on CNN
6:00 PM EDT - Washington's Fox Affiliate WTTG Channel 5 breaks the story on National Television
7:00 PM EDT - An Emergency Meeting called by the White House Chief of Staff convenes in a West Wing Office.
Factions: 
Within the White House Staff there are several tacitly acknowledge "factions."  Obviously these groups have to cooperate and get along to get things done, but they have rivalries and disagreements.  
Kent and Russo have denied any factionalization.  The President said:  "We have people working on Legislative initiatives which are very important to me, and we have people working on the PR and re-election and that's important to me and the Vice President as well.  Now you know sometimes those interests are going to clash, and that's what we have a staff and procedures for.  I think they work pretty well."  And in truth there is not bitter fighting in the White House yet.  But the Tessier Scandal could make small rifts into large ones.
It doesn't take a political scientist to see the basic issue.  If Kent is embarrassed enough for his administration to be hurt, then it stands to both profit and hurt Russo.  Russo stands a better chance of serving as President if he succeeds Kent.  Of the four VPs who became President, only one sat out a term – Nixon.   If Kent is weakened, even if he gains re-election Russo may be unable to succeed him.

On the other hand, if Kent is badly weakened or forced to resign, it may be a boon for Russo – and those who have been closer to him than to the President.  Russo could either become President and run as an incumbent (still eligible for two full terms) or Kent could announce like Johnson that he won't seek re-election, and Russo would almost certainly become the nominee.
President's Faction:  President Kent is a powerful man with a strong Legislative background
Vice President's Faction:  as an ex-Governor, Russo had more experience in organizing an Executive Staff than Kent, and exercised a lot of influence on the organization of the White House Staff.  This has led to a certain partisanship.  The key player in this is O'Sullivan.  While he was initially very close to Kent, he has a background with Russo.  As Athey and O'Sullivan became more distant, and O'Sullivan pressed for more control, he has been seen as growing more distant from Kent, and has polarized to Russo.  The OSI has been sardonically referred to as the "Russo Re-Election Committee."  At the same time the OSI is incredibly valuable to Kent, and cutting O'Sullivan out would marginalize his chances at Re-election in 2012. 

First Lady's Faction:  There are a few individuals who are not strictly lined up with Kent or Russo.  Those close to the First Lady tend to support her domestic agenda, and tend to be somewhat more supportive of Russo and O'Sullivan, but their support can vary from situation to situation.
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