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The Executive Office of the President
The White House 

Washington, D.C. 20500

March 4, 2011

EXECUTIVE OFFICE MEMO NO. 2011-459

TO:  Marcia Mandi, Assistant to the President for Legislative Affairs 
SUBJECT: Summary of Talking Points for White House Staff meeting regarding Connor On-Air Comments  

1. Purpose: This document summarizes the points your office staff has developed and the results of your staff meeting this afternoon.  This includes in-game and metagame comments, produced in the format below.  Metagame elements are italicized.
2. Biographical Detail: 
Prior to working for President Kent, Ms. Mandi spent eight years in the Senate. From 1996-2000 she served as Deputy Staff Director to the Senate Democratic Policy Committee. Mandi also served as Legislative Counsel to the Senate Steering Committee and an intern to Senator Di Giardino, and as Tax Counsel to John Russo, now Vice President. Prior to working on Capitol Hill, Mandi spent three years as an associate in the Public Policy and Law section of Hurt, Forrest, Richard, Lever and Upmann, LLP. 
Within the Whitehouse staff, she is seen as somewhat partisan to the First Lady and the Vice President. Her father worked for Secretary Fitzpatrick, the First Lady's father, and the First Lady promoted Ms. Mandi's career. She worked for the Vice President previously, and is seen as being a strong partisan of his agenda within the administration.

Ms. Mandi started in the office of the First Lady, however personality issues developed with her working closely with Margaret Fitzpatrick. There have been hallway rumors that the First Lady considered Ms. Mandi to be "too close" to Vice President Russo, though it is more likely that issues arose over Emily Fitzpatrick, who is related by marriage to Senator Di Giardino, a close personal friend of Ms. Mandi. 
Ms. Mandi received her J.D. with high honors in 1989 from the National Law Center at George Washington University. She graduated cum laude from Radcliffe in 1986 with a Bachelor of Arts degree in mathematics and political science. Mandi is a member of both the Connecticut and District of Columbia Bars. 

Ms. Mandi is married to John Mandi and resides in Virginia with their two daughters, ages 4 and 2. 
Factions: 
Within the White House Staff there are several tacitly acknowledge "factions."  Obviously these groups have to cooperate and get along to get things done, but they have rivalries and disagreements.  

Kent and Russo have denied any factionalization.  The President said:  "We have people working on Legislative initiatives which are very important to me, and we have people working on the PR and re-election and that's important to me and the Vice President as well.  Now you know sometimes those interests are going to clash, and that's what we have a staff and procedures for.  I think they work pretty well."  And in truth there is not bitter fighting in the White House yet.  But the Tessier Scandal could make small rifts into large ones.

President's Faction:  President Kent is a powerful man with a strong Legislative background  
Vice President's Faction:  as an ex-Governor, Russo had more experience in organizing an Executive Staff than Kent, and exercised a lot of influence on the organization of the White House Staff.  This has led to a certain partisanship.  The key player in this is O'Sullivan.  While he was initially very close to Kent, he has a background with Russo.  As Athey and O'Sullivan became more distant, and O'Sullivan pressed for more control, he has been seen as growing more distant from Kent, and has polarized to Russo.  The OSI has been sardonically referred to as the "Russo Re-Election Committee."  At the same time the OSI is incredibly valuable to Kent, and cutting O'Sullivan out would marginalize his chances at Re-election in 2012.  You are generally seen as being loyal to the Vice President.  You are also close friends with Senator DiGiardino.  
First Lady's Faction:  There are a few individuals who are not strictly lined up with Kent or Russo.  Those close to the First Lady tend to support her domestic agenda, and tend to be somewhat more supportive of Russo and O'Sullivan, but their support can vary from situation to situation.  You have severe personality issues with the First Lady.

Information Points

The First Lady

Margaret Fitzpatrick is a wreck.  She is badly addicted to Xanax, and that is probably all that is keeping her from having a public nervous breakdown.  She is suspicious of the President, and believed he was having an affair with Mary Nemeth.  She and Kent have not been intimate since his first term as Governor.  She has considered divorce, but is under immense pressure not to divorce a sitting President.  She dreads the re-election campaign and will be a tremendous liability on the Campaign Trail.  Just getting her to minimal public appearances is a challenge, she increasingly behaves like a depressive and drug addict, sleeping most of the time, missing meetings and social events.  Fortunately her breeding as a Fitzpatrick is sufficient that when she can get out she exerts a fairly magnetic pull on people.


You don't know if the affair with Nemeth is a real thing or not.  The First Lady also thought you were involved with Kent, and you certainly never were, you don't even like him all that much.  

Legislative Initiatives

Protection of Literacy Act

A major element of the Act is being challenged aggressively in the House by Mark Connor who says it "erodes family values," by promoting the "nanny state."  Connor is using the bill to frame an overall attack on the Kent Administration's values, in an effort to rally GOP hardline conservatives.  Connor is effectively trying to leapfrog more senior House Members to get prominence based on his relatively high profile, being somewhat of 


Pacific-American Free Trade Agreement (PAFTA)

Sen. Vincent DiGiardino has not opposed the measure but he and Vice-President Russo are known to be lukewarm on it.  You think it's a mistake.  With this new scandal brewing, Kent can't afford the division within his own party PAFTA will cause, and he needs to punt it and distance himself from it now.

PAFTA is amazingly unpopular in DiGiardino's home state, or anywhere else that Unions are still a voting force.  You think that if the President abandoned PAFTA, DiGiardino would be much relieved and move in to "cover" for him.  You also think that DiGiardino could extract the bare number of votes needed to eke out a pass for IEA in gratitude if the POTUS let PAFTA fall by the wayside.

International Environmental Accords Ratification

In general the IEA is an uphill battle, but it is seen as likely to pass if PAFTA passes, as the Democrats exchange votes on the IEA for votes on PAFTA

Social Security Reform

The measure rises or falls very much on whether or not it receives the support of Sen. Dawes.  Dawes doesn't like the proposal, but has managed to make enough changes in it to take some credit for it, and realizes that doing nothing in the long run is not a good idea.
You have to concede that Social Security Reform will likely fall to GOP attacks if PAFTA is given up.  But it may not pass even with PAFTA.
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