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The Executive Office of the President
The White House 

Washington, D.C. 20500

March 4, 2011

EXECUTIVE OFFICE MEMO NO. 2011-459

TO:  Ed Petzold, Assistant to the President and Deputy Chief of Staff 

SUBJECT: Summary of Talking Points for White House Staff meeting regarding Connor On-Air Comments  

1. Purpose: This document summarizes the points your office staff has developed and the results of your staff meeting this afternoon.  This includes in-game and metagame comments, produced in the format below.  Metagame elements are italicized.
2. Purpose: 

Edward "Ed" Petzold, (born 1946) is a prominent Ohio business and political leader and Deputy White House Chief of Staff. Petzold served as an Assistant for President Bill Clinton and President and Chief Executive Officer of Ashbury Automotive Ohio, dba Petzold Companies. 

The Petzold Companies is comprised of 11 automotive dealerships located in two states that generate in excess of $600 million. Mr. Petzold began his career building the company his grandfather founded, Petzold Leasing Systems, into one of the nation's largest transportation companies. Upon leaving the White House in July 1998, Mr. Petzold returned to the Petzold Companies as its Chairman. 

Petzold has a distinguished record of business leadership and public service, including various roles advising three Presidents. Petzold worked with President Carter as a member of the Democratic National Committee, was appointed to the National Petroleum Council and the Council on Environmental Quality by President Bush, and served President Clinton in several key positions, Counselor to the President, and Special Envoy for the Americas, with over five years of service in the President's Cabinet and on the National Economic Council.

During his tenure with Petzold the company was recognized by Forbes, The Wall Street Transcript, and The Financial Times for management excellence. 

Petzold was born in Hudson Ohio, and graduated from the Ohio State University in 1969. He was elected to the State Legislature at the age of 23 and served as chairman of the state Democratic Party from 1974-1976. 

Petzold was the Chief of Staff primarily responsible for Kent's trip during the incidents alleged earlier today, and was traveling with Kent on Air Force One.

Summary of Events On Air Force one, Jan 17th 
The Kents saw Geri Tessier several times when he was a Senator.  

On  October 23, 2010, President Kent attended a Democratic Fundraiser in San Francisco, hosted by Jon Bon Jovi and Diane Feinstein.  The Fundraiser was a high profile public appearance for the Mid-Term Elections.  Geri Tessier attended the fundraiser and was on the guest list. Following the fundraiser the President entertained several high profile guests in his hotel suite.  The heir to the Hammel Meat-Packing Fortune, a Westwood One Executive, two Hollywood Studio Executives, and Ms. Tessier.  There were rumors among the staff that the President spent time alone with Ms. Tessier.

On Jan 17th, the President included Geri Tessier on the guest list for a flight from LAX to Washington.  She was already a guest receiving an award on her father's behalf and staying at Blair House, along with a noted Rap Artist who launched a massive anti-gang campaign.  

You had thought Tessier was dropped from the guest list.  You were certain that she had been dropped, but apparently somebody added her back.  You don't know how that happened.
Geri Tessier attended a dinner with the Governor and boarded Air Force One at about 10:30 PST.  The flight to Andrews was expected to take about four and a half hours, with touchdown at  5:30am EST.

The President, Geri, and the First Lady were joined by a few staffers in watching a basketball game on ESPN.  That ended at about 11:30 PST.  The first lady went to bed, and the last staffer left at 11:45 PST.  She said she did not feel well, and asked for a Xanax.  All the First Lady's meds are supposed to be written down in a log.  This would be produced as evidence that she is taking only moderate, prescribed amounts.  Of course it would be a big embarrassment for it to get out that the First Lady is even taking Xanax, but it would be worse if it were known she were addicted to it.   But she's unmanageable without it. You knew she'd already had one, but it's par for the course for Colleen to give her another one and not write it in the log.  Colleen has somebody on staff who gives her Xanax that she gives to the First Lady.
Colleen Ryan came in and found the President and Ms. Tessier watching television at 12:10 PST.   She gave the First Lady her Xanax, and found that she was already in the bedroom, so the President and Ms. Tessier were alone in the Lounge.  She made a notation in the medical log after speaking with the President. They were alone from 12:20 until about 2:05, when Ms. Tessier walked back to her seat to prepare for landing.

Everyone is going to lean on you about leaving them alone.  What the hell were you supposed to do.  The President didn't say anything but he was making eyes at Geri, and if you'd stayed it would be clear you were playing watchdog.  That might make the rest of the staff happy, but you can't afford for the President to hate your guts.  And he's a guy dammit, it's not like the FLOTUS sleeps with him or has in years.  You know he's frustrated as hell, he doesn't even dare bang an intern, because that's what got Clinton in trouble.  He knew Geri from before he was President, probably figures he can count on her to keep her mouth shut.
The situation is already problematic, because the Xanax was not logged into the medical log.  There is a record of the First Lady taking a Xanax in the limousine before boarding Air Force One, and the President may have suggested the staffer not note the later dose, which would be above the prescribed dosage.

The President spoke briefly to Ms. Tessier in the aisle, and was joined a few minutes later by the First Lady.  They did not speak after landing.

OMB BULLETIN NO. 05-02

TO THE HEADS OF EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS AND ESTABLISHMENTS

SUBJECT: Update of Statistical Area Definitions and Guidance on Their Uses 

1. Purpose: This bulletin updates and supersedes OMB Bulletin No. 04-03, issued on February 
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