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The Executive Office of the President
The White House 

Washington, D.C. 20500

March 4, 2011

EXECUTIVE OFFICE MEMO NO. 2011-459

TO:  Brett Newbanks, Deputy Assistant to the President for Domestic Policy
SUBJECT: Summary of Talking Points for White House Staff meeting regarding Connor On-Air Comments  

1. Purpose: This document summarizes the points your office staff has developed and the results of your staff meeting this afternoon.  This includes in-game and metagame comments, produced in the format below.  Metagame elements are italicized.
2. Purpose: 

Brett Newbanks was born in 1961 and grew up in Shaker Heights, Ohio, graduating from Harvard University and earning his J.D. from the University of Virginia. He has family connections with the POTUS and FLOTUS.

Newbanks has worked as a congressional chief of staff and practiced law at the firm of Jefferson, Tyler & Blackwell. He also founded Civic Directions, a group that works with corporations, non-profit organizations and foundations on public policy issues. 

Newbanks is known to be dating Colleen Ryan and there are rumors the two may soon be engaged. Since the two work in separate Offices, this has not attracted official negative attention, but as they work closely together in practice, there has been some grumbling. Apparently Ryan was willing to go into the private sector, but the VPOTUS and POTUS asked her strongly to stay as she is one of the few people who gets along with the FLOTUS.

Newbanks served as deputy policy director for the Kent 2006 presidential campaign; the following year, Newbanks co-directed the policy transition for the Kent-Russo team and became Deputy Assistant to the President and Director of the Domestic Policy Council. 

The Domestic Policy Council (DPC) coordinates the domestic policy-making process in the White House and offers policy advice to the President. The DPC also works to ensure that domestic policy initiatives are coordinated and consistent throughout federal agencies. Finally, the DPC monitors the implementation of domestic policy, and represents the President's priorities to other branches of government. 

Although the name has changed throughout the years, a domestic policy staff has existed in the White House since the 1960s. A foundation for the current Domestic Policy Council (DPC) was first created in the Johnson White House, when a senior level aide spent a majority of his time developing domestic policy and attempting to organize a staff to facilitate that activity. In 1970, President Nixon issued an executive order creating the 'Office of Policy Development,' a larger White House office that currently oversees the National Economic Council and the Domestic Policy Council. The "Domestic Policy Council," as it is known today, was created by Executive Order in 1993. 

Under President Kent, the Domestic Policy Council oversees major domestic policy areas such as education, health, housing, welfare, justice, federalism, transportation, environment, labor and veteran’s affairs. The Domestic Policy Council's formal membership includes the cabinet Secretaries and Administrators of federal agencies that impact the issues addressed by the DPC.

Information Points
This is going to just kill CHILD*First.  The appearance of sexual impropriety will remove any authority the President appears to have to moderates to suggest social engineering.  It will give fuel to Connor's grass roots war against CHILD*First, swaying many moderates, especially women, into thinking Kent isn't a family man.  
It weakens the authority of the First Lady and that's already weak enough.  Margaret Fitzpatrick is a wreck.  She is badly addicted to Xanax, and that is probably all that is keeping her from having a public nervous breakdown.  She is suspicious of the President, and believed he was having an affair with Mary Nemeth.  She increasingly behaves like a depressive and drug addict, sleeping most of the time, missing meetings and social events.  
Now that's bad enough, but everyone needs to understand that CHILD*First is really what the Administration's credibility is built on.  Kent is known for two things that can't be taken away from him.  CHILD*First, and Middle Eastern Peace.  Now everyone knows that the Middle East could blow up at any point, and there's always some bomber or insurgent making it a dicey thing as to whether any Peace plan is succeeding.  

That means CHILD*First is the only stable thing the Kent administration has to count on.  Compromise that, and you've compromised the administration.  Kent needs to deny this and deny it plausibly to retain his strength as a "family man" or Connor and his hooligans will take Kent's reputation to shreds, and force the GOP moderates to withdraw support from his legislative agenda. 
Xanax
The FLOTUS is addicted to Xanax.  You know because you fill a prescription that is given to her.  You get it from your doctor because of your stressful job.  You have enough contacts through your grassroots work you found a doctor who is a strong Party Loyal and doesn't ask questions.  

You give the pills in a napkin to your girlfriend, soon to be fiancé, Colleen Ryan.  Lately she's been worried that even two prescriptions isn't enough to keep the First Lady functional.

The Office of the Chief of Staff doesn't know about the prescriptions except for maybe Petzold, but what they don't know won't hurt them.  They couldn't manage Margaret Fitzpatrick for five minutes without those prescriptions.

You resent Kent somewhat for what condition is wife is in, but there's not much you can do about it.  He's President and you're not.  But Russo and O'Sullivan don't hate your guts, and if Kent didn't run for a second term, then the FLOTUS could get divorced.  You are also a little jealous.  Your family is friends with the Fitzpatricks and the Kents.  Kent was nothing before his marriage to the First Lady made him.  Tessier is younger than him, and you were interested in her when she first started coming around.  You were trying to make time with her – this is before you were involved with Colleen.  Your family knows the Tessiers too – Gene Tessier, Margaret Fitzpatrick's dad and Eddie Fisher all used to drink together.  
You know Geri pretty well and don't blame her really.  You are actually probably the only person on staff who knows her well enough to talk to, though right now you don't know what you'd say.  You know her Aunt, Marie Tessier, who lives in Hollywood but has a summer house at Cape Cod.
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