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The Executive Office of the President
The White House 

Washington, D.C. 20500

March 4, 2011

EXECUTIVE OFFICE MEMO NO. 2011-459

TO:  Shari Yocius, Deputy Assistant to the President and Deputy Press Secretary 
SUBJECT: Summary of Talking Points for White House Staff meeting regarding Connor On-Air Comments  

1. Purpose: This document summarizes the points your office staff has developed and the results of your staff meeting this afternoon.  This includes in-game and metagame comments, produced in the format below.  Metagame elements are italicized.
2. Biographical Summary: 

Shari Yocius was born in 1962 in New York City, and earned an A.B. from Columbia University in 1984 and a J.D. from Columbia Law School in 1987. 

After graduating from law school, Yocius worked as an associate at a law firm until 1991. Yocius would also serve, in 1990, as a public member to the U.S. Delegation to the United Nations Human Rights Commission. In 1993, Yocius became President Bill Clinton's associate director for domestic policy and deputy executive secretary to the Domestic Policy Council, and held the post for two years. 
After leaving public service in 1996, Yocius became a partner in a Washington, D.C., law firm, and subsequently became general counsel for the Washington Offices of the CBC broadcasting media combine, before becoming general counsel at the Office of Management and Budget in 2009. Yocius was critical of some of the management practices involving the National Liberal Defense Fund, organized by O'Sullivan Consulting, and quarreled with O'Sullivan, and moved to the Office of the Press Secretary after serious disagreement over polling procedures.
Office of the Press Secretary
Is responsible for carrying out the Communications of the Whitehouse in regards to the Press. While the Office of Communications establishes the tone and content of Communications, the Office of the Press Secretary actually carries out much of the day to day Communication on behalf of the Whitehouse. The Office of the Press Secretary is less about long-range policy and more about what we are going to say tomorrow.
Factions: 
Within the White House Staff there are several tacitly acknowledge "factions."  Obviously these groups have to cooperate and get along to get things done, but they have rivalries and disagreements.  

Kent and Russo have denied any factionalization.  The President said:  "We have people working on Legislative initiatives which are very important to me, and we have people working on the PR and re-election and that's important to me and the Vice President as well.  Now you know sometimes those interests are going to clash, and that's what we have a staff and procedures for.  I think they work pretty well."  And in truth there is not bitter fighting in the White House yet.  But the Tessier Scandal could make small rifts into large ones.

President's Faction:  President Kent is a powerful man with a strong Legislative background

Vice President's Faction:  as an ex-Governor, Russo had more experience in organizing an Executive Staff than Kent, and exercised a lot of influence on the organization of the White House Staff.  This has led to a certain partisanship.  The key player in this is O'Sullivan.  While he was initially very close to Kent, he has a background with Russo.  As Athey and O'Sullivan became more distant, and O'Sullivan pressed for more control, he has been seen as growing more distant from Kent, and has polarized to Russo.  The OSI has been sardonically referred to as the "Russo Re-Election Committee."  At the same time the OSI is incredibly valuable to Kent, and cutting O'Sullivan out would marginalize his chances at Re-election in 2012.   You are generally seen as partial to the President because of your distaste for O'Sullivan.

First Lady's Faction:  There are a few individuals who are not strictly lined up with Kent or Russo.  Those close to the First Lady tend to support her domestic agenda, and tend to be somewhat more supportive of Russo and O'Sullivan, but their support can vary from situation to situation.

Nemeth: You are fairly close friends with Mary Nemeth.  She confessed to you that she had an affair with Kent before and during the Campaign.  She broke it off when other staffers got suspicious.  That's disturbing because it means the allegations about Tessier may be true, which don't bode well for Kent.  She didn't know if Kent also had an affair with Marcia Mandi, but Mandi was moved off the FLOTUS' staff because the First Lady was jealous of her being around Kent.
O'Sullivan: You need to talk to Athey – he's going to try to pull something.  He favors Russo very strongly they could try and keep Kent from running in 2012.  But if you say that publicly it will just make it more likely to happen.  Everyone is going to be thinking it, but voicing an idea makes it easier for it to happen.  
Xanax: Margaret Fitzpatrick is a wreck.  She is badly addicted to Xanax, and that is probably all that is keeping her from having a public nervous breakdown.  She is suspicious of the President, and believed he was having an affair with Mary Nemeth.  She and Kent have not been intimate since his first term as Governor.  She has considered divorce, but is under immense pressure not to divorce a sitting President.  She dreads the re-election campaign and will be a tremendous liability on the Campaign Trail.  Just getting her to minimal public appearances is a challenge, she increasingly behaves like a depressive and drug addict, sleeping most of the time, missing meetings and social events.  Fortunately her breeding as a Fitzpatrick is sufficient that when she can get out she exerts a fairly magnetic pull on people.  It is important that everyone realize what a nightmare it would be if even the information that the First Lady was taking Xanax came out. You'd have to parade the medical log in front of the press to prove it was legitimate dosages, and even then it would be a huge flap.  If there was any hint that the medical log wasn't accurate.  It would be a field day on the Administration.  
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